BENSON
COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN ADDENDUM

ADDENDUM 2010 to 2000 Comprehensive Plan

The purpose of the addendum is to refresh the goals and strategies within the
Benson Comprehensive Plan in the areas of Land Use, Housing, Transportation,
Community Facilities & Services, Recreation/Natural Resources, Utilities, Historic/

Cultural Resources, Infrastructure, and Economic Development.



Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

It is to be used as a guide to assist the City in preserving what they value and to
enhance what they feel should be improved. The material contained within this
document is only an addendum to the Comprehensive Plan completed in 2000 and
is not considered the full text of the Plan. The full text is available for inspection at

the office of the City of Benson or on their website www.bensonmn.org

Benson Comprehensive Plan

Addendum

ADDENDUM 2010

The Vision that motivates this addendum is, that through attentiveness to the desires of its
citizens the City of Benson strives to be a community that provides a wholesome and balanced
environment in which open space, agriculture, recreation, residential, commercial and
industrial land uses can continue to successfully coexist and prosper.

Introduction

The City of Benson recognized the need to complete an addendum of its Comprehensive Plan as a means
to address the community’s growth and development. A critical aspect of this process is the initial
identification of the City’s issues and concerns. In part, these considerations will serve to direct and focus
the work effort. The Comprehensive Plan sets forth community-wide goals and policies that address local
needs and aspirations. The City strives to achieve these goals, implement policies and pursue plans
established within the Comprehensive Plan. In doing so, the City has learned to utilize its assets to
maintain and create a community in which people want to live, work and recreate. The City has made
great progress in the last ten years since the 2000 Comprehensive Plan was developed.

While many of these goals are essentially the same today as when they were first presented, additional
goals have been set at the local level. Accomplishments have been achieved and growth has occurred.
As a result, additional goals have been recognized. These goals will enable the City to provide for
better community planning.
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Benson Projects Completed 2000-2009
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Upgraded Benson Power Plant from 2.2 MW to 12.2 MW , Back-up generators
Reconstructed Swimming Pool

Added Trail system North Side Recreation and Ambush Park

Replaced sub-station with 115 KV and transmission line

Rebuilt Benson Waste Water Treatment Facility

Replaced Fire Hall

Added 6 new subdivisions

Rebuilt and rehabbed City Business District and Parks

Renovated Senior Center

Renovated and expanded Swift County Benson Hospital

. DFIRM Flood maps for City of Benson

. Upgraded airport with new runway and Navigational aids

. Rebuilt Highways 12/29/9 in Benson

. Remodel and added sprinklers to Parkview Manor Apartments/HRA

. Additional industry; CASE IH, Fibrominn, Spec SYS, CRM, Agvise expanding x2
. Small Cities Grant Rehabilitation of Residential and Commercial

Top 3 Benson
Accomplishments...

£ O

Reconstructed
the Swimming
Pool

In the past 10 years...as determined in the
2009 city survey.
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Planning Process

In preparing a Comprehensive Plan Addendum, it is important to work with citizens to identify the issues
and challenges unique to their community. The process begins with an evaluation of the current strengths
and needs of the community followed by a vision for the future. The Benson Planning Commission acted
as the steering committee for the creation of this plan. The Upper Minnesota Valley Regional
Development Commission (UMVRDC) worked with the Planning Commission and the City Manager. Public
Engagement was a critical component of this document.

Members of the Benson Planning Commission include Anne Johnson, Chuck Koenigs, Eric Everson, Karen
Evenson, Ronan Rolland and Delbert Gonnerman. Staff representatives are Mike Jacobson and Rob
Wolfington.

A community survey was developed and distributed providing an opportunity for residents to provide
feedback with regard to their opinions, beliefs and attitudes. The survey was provided through direct
mailings to township residents, every city water bill had a survey provided in it, the Swift County Benson
Monitor printed it in the local newspaper and also available on-line via a link on the City’s website. It
was also distributed to high school students, juniors and seniors. 500+ surveys were completed and
returned. Demographic information was collected as well as opinions on transportation, parking,
recreation, open space, land use, housing, community image, community facilities and services and utilities.
A list of accomplishments of the last ten years was also provided, asking which accomplishment citizens
thought were the most significant. This was asked as part a means of educating the community on the
progress the City of Benson has made.

In April 2009 community surveys were
made available in the following ways:

v Every city water bill had a survey in it

v Township residents received direct mailings of the survey
v The Swift County Monitor published the survey

v A link to the survey was available on the City’s website

v Surveys were provided to the local high school for juniors
and seniors to fill out
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Demographics: 500 Surveys Completed

Where do you live? Where is your primary place of employment?

450
400
400
350 +
350 Location of
125 Age of 300 ¢ Employment
Respondents
300 " 66+ 250 - B Retired
250 62 M 55-65 200 - M Montevideo
200 35-55 150 - Morris
m19-34 100 - = Willmar
150 4
= Under 19 ]
50  Benson
B 3
Live in Benson Live outside of
50
Benson
0

Benson Other

Topical focus groups were held with the assistance of a consultant to address the following areas along
with those community members asked to participate in each group:

Economic Development, Infrastructure, and Utilities
Bob Claussen
Elliot Nelson
Rob Lee
Taryn Wentzel
Jim Crace
Tom Simonson
Dave Johnson
Marlys Boone

Transportation, Recreation, Land Use
Greg Langmo
Elliot Nelson
Tim Mattheisen
Leroy Noreen
Dick Hanson
Paul Kittelson
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Community Facilities, Housing
Lee Westrum
Eric Everson
Frank Lawatsch
Jan Rohne
Vicki Syverson
Mark Frank

Natural Resources, Historic, Cultural
Marcia Neeley
Don Plackner
Marlys Gallagher
Lyle Popma
Reed Anfinson
Tara Ulmaniec

Each of the topical focus groups was provided with a summary of the survey results and relevant
information pertaining to their area of focus. They were asked to provide their input to update the goals
and strategies in specific sections of the Comprehensive Plan. The survey had asked the question “What,
if any, improvements would you like to see made in Benson?” and these responses also provided for
added discussion.

An open house was held October 9, 2009 to present the updated goals and strategies to the public to
provide citizens the opportunity to gather information, ask questions, react to the information and provide
written and verbal feedback.

Methodology

Conclusions for the goals and strategies were drawn from results of the survey and discussion with focus
groups. The most unconventional concepts have been proposed and discussed as well as the most subtle
and benign. Each of these ideas has been mulled over, and those offering the most promise and in
keeping with the Vision Statement of the Comprehensive Plan, have been formed into goals and
strategies.

Results
The survey results are provided along with comments and summaries of discussions held with the topical
focus groups.
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Transportation Results
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17 5% of respondents indicated witha 1
ratirg that “no™ truck traffic 5 mot a problem

20.7% of respordents indicated witha 2
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rating that truck traffic might be a problem
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Overall, 58 5% of responde nts gave truck
traffic in Benson a 3 rating or higher when
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, definitely”

Does the public bus system provide adequate service?

80

70

60

50

40 = Under 19
=19-34

30 3555

20 = 56-65
W66+

Recreation & Open Space Results

On ascale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, Definitely”

Are there adequate active opportunitiesin Benson?(ball fields, etc.)

54.7% said 70.6% of Youth respondents gave
“Yes, Definitely” these oppcrtun}:it:;: rating of 4 or

Are there adequate passive recreation opportunities? (picnicareas, etc.)

50.5% said 29% of all respondents gave these
“Yes, Definitely” opportunitiesa 4rating

Are open spacesandnaturalareas (therivercorridor, trees, etc.) well-
protected?

Amajorityofall respondents
indicatedfavorablywhen asked if
the naturalresources were well— &34% gave a 4rating
protected.

34.6% said “Yes, Definitely”

180
160
140
120
100

Are open spaces and natural areas

(the river corridor, trees, etc.) well-protected?

66+

M 56-65

135-55

H 19-34

H Under
19
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Land Use Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, definitely”

Are there an adequate variety of businesses in Benson to
meetyour needs?

Nearly 29% of
respondents indicated
“No, not at all”

39 7

= | "No, notat all"
2

=3

=4

m 5 "Yes, Definitely”
® Unknown

71% of all respondents
rated the adequate variety
of businesses with a 3 or
lower.

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, definitely”

Should Benson actively seek to increase its
industrial base?

80
70
60 Under 19
—9-34
50
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Should Benson actively seek to increase its
commercial base?

300
268
250
200 = | "No notatall"
-2
150 =3
=4
100 89 m 5 "Yes, Definitely"
53 59 = Unknown
50 -
15 13
o A

17.3% of all respondents said “Yes, Definitely” | do
most of my shopping in town while 18.9% said “No,
notat all” | do most of my shopping out of town.

Should Benson encourage developmentin the core of the city
over new developmentat the outskirts of the city?

" "
All Responses = | "No not at all

o
?
»

2

=3

m4

5 "Yes, Definitely"

= Unknown
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Transportation/Recreation/Land Use Focus Group

What activities/programs/functions should the City “keep/start/stop” doing?

e Synchronize the use of industrial zone for compatibility with surrounding areas
® |s there a by-pass around Benson in the future?

® lLook at railroad as an asset instead of a nuisance

® Look at establishing a quiet zone

e Closing some of the crossings [administrative /voluntary process]

® High speed access to metro area

® Railroad loop within industrial zone

o Construct public restrooms in parks

® Establish locations that have accessibility to the Internet

® Preserve Chippewa River

® Know where the high points are around Benson — tower locations

® Power companies and pipelines are an asset

®  Wind Power [potential for businesses to be located in Benson that build component parts]
®  What are the transmission lines worth to Benson?

e Airport
1. Extend runway an additional 1,000 feet

2. Hospital use [transporting patients and specialized physicians]

® Transit System
1. Should Benson continue 7 day schedule?

2. Should present service territory continue?

o Should intersections be controlled?

e How to pay for street maintenance [general fund/special assessments/establish a street utility]
® Look at establishing an “Adopt-A-Park” to assist with park maintenance

® Emerald Ash Bore — Should City look at a tree replacement program or urban reforestation?

o Golf Course, Ambush Park, Cemetery, and Museum are all assets to the community
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Housing Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, definitely” or “Very Important”

How important is it for Benson to have a variety of
housing types?

250
225 Overall,is housing in Benson well-kept?
® | "No, not at all ’ g Pt
important” o,
P 3.0% 7.0%
2
’ = | "No, not at all"
3 W e =
_27.1% 2
=4 - 3
=4
m5 "Very 5 "Yes, definitely”
Important”
Housing
maintenance could
Number of Responses improve citywide.
Over 45% of respondents feel a variety of
housing types is “Very Important”.
On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No, not at all” and 5 being “Yes, definitely”
Does Benson have sufficient housing?
40.0% Notable Outcomes:

» 4 of the 5 groups marked

35.0% “unknown” as the main
category
30.0% -
» Low Income and Elderly housing
25.0% received the highest values for
® | "No, Notatall” “No, not at all” sufficient
-2 .
20.0% s options
-4 » Improvement suggestions:
15.0% = 5 "Yes, definitely” More options in Moderat.e, L'ow
# Unknown Income, and Elderly housing in
10.0% Benson
5.0%
0.0%
High Moderate Low Elderly Rental Units
Income Income Income Housing
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Community Facilities Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Very Poor” and 5 being “Very Good”

How does Benson rate Medical Facilities? How does Benson rate in overall handicap accessibility
to facilities?

80% A
38.0%
o, = Live "Outside"
70% 1 Benson
60% - H Live "In" Benson 26.0%
(19-34) 0% |
40% -
30% - 11.0%
20% A 2
(56-65) 10% - 5.0% 4.0%
v m R
I "No, not 2 3 4 5"Very
atall rmporom®
(66+) Important”

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Very Important” or “Very Good”

i ?
How important is it for Benson to provide How well does Benson provide schools?

good educational facilities?

250
200
Gave a rating of Gave a rating of
4 or higher 3 or lower 150
Indicating that A small portion of 100
almost all respondents feel
respondents that providing 50
believe that Educational
Education is Very facilities is not
Important! important. 0
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On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Very Poor” and 5 being “Very Good”

How do respondents rate Benson’s community events?

1.2%

5.3%

Poor"
m2

City Services Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Very Poor” and 5 being “Very Good”

How well does Benson handle Fire Protection needs?

6.9% 6.7%
= | "Very Poor"

=3

4

® 5 "Very Good"

= Unknown

86.1% scored the
Fire Department

Good or Very Good.

= 1 "Very

How do you rate your library service in Benson?

300
250
200
w65+
150
m56-65
100 35-55
m [9-34
20 = Under 19
0 -
I "Very 2 3 4 5 "Very
Poor" Good"

53 percent of respondents scored
Library Service with a 5,“Very Good”.

How does Benson’s Police Departmentdo?

36%

of Under 19

40.6%

of 35-55

59.2%

of 66+

l
®
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Very Poor” and 5 being “Very Good”

How does Benson rate at Garbage Collection?

= 5 "Very Good"

=4

3

-2
Over 74% of respondents in ALL age groups believe
| "Very Poor" Benson to have “Very Good” garbage collection by

voting a 4 or 5!

Community Facilities/Housing Focus Group

What activities/programs/functions should the City “keep/start/stop” doing?

® Age of nursing home is not conducive to present needs

® Look at a facility for dementia and Alzheimer patients

® Have a location in Benson where home health care items can be purchased

e Having services available for the elderly and disabled: cleaning services, chores, etc.

® Having enough staff to provide services

® The size and cost of housing affects vacancies

® A one-stop housing facility [continue to provide services as the individual’s needs change]

® Need a new nursing home

e Number of houses in town need to be demolished

e Need to encourage businesses/individuals to utilize services that are available in the community
® Need to retain and encourage elderly and the young to utilize health care facilities in Benson
e Retain staff and physicians

e School buildings are getting older

e Need auditorium/gym space

® Need a community center with rehab center [ex: pool, walking area, etc.]

e Establish skilled training opportunities through the school [ex: CNA]

e Continue to provide food services for the elderly and congregate housing residents

e Need to maintain fransit system
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Beautification of the community [flower baskets, entrances to community]

Provide building and sidewalk accessibility for the handicapped

Cultural-Related Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, definitely”

Overall,does Benson have a positive image?

89%

Gave arating of 3
or higher

Indicating that most
respondents feel
Benson hasa
positiveimage!

Gave aratingunder
2

Averysmall portion
ofrespondentsfeel
that Bensondoes
not have a positive
image

Does Benson project an attractive image?

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, definitely” or “Very Important"

180

160

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

Responses

Are the Entrances into Benson appealing?

| "No, not at all"
-2
=3
-4
m 5 "Yes, definitely”

= Don't Know

How important is it for Benson to develop or

enhance its Community Theme?
60

50

40

30 +

Under 19
— | 9-34
35-55
—56-65
s 6 6+
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On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Yes, Definitely”

Is Benson a safe community to live in?

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%

10%
0%

3.4%

M 5 "Yes, definitely”
-4

3
L)

=1 "No, not at all"

Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

'

Over 75% of respondentsin ALL age groups believe
Benson to be a safe community by voting a 4 or 5!

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Not important” and 5 being “Very Important”

How important is it that Benson retain its rural character?

7.1%

\
S

3.2%

~2.2%

® | "No, not at all
important”

2

w3

m4

® 5 "Very Important”

= Unknown

How important is it that Benson grow in population?

For the most part, as respondent age increased , group
importance increased for an larger population in
Benson.
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Natural Resource Results

Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Very Poor” and 5 being “Very Good”

How is the City of Benson rate on air quality?

(380%)

40.0%

35.0%

30.0%

25.0%

20.0%

15.0%

10.0%

5.0% -

0.0%

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “No” and 5 being “Very Important”

= | "Very Poor"
2
=3
w4
H 5 "Very Good"

B Unknown

Respondents’ believe the air and water quality
within the City of Benson is either Good or Very

Good.

How important should it be for Benson to protect its

natural resources?

120

100

80

60

40

20

1 "No, not
at all
important”

4 5"Very

Important”

How is the City of Benson rate on water quality?

Over 40%
responded
200 - | “Very Good”
180 4 178
160 4 I "Very Poor"
u
140 1 2
120 1 3
100 - =4
80 - m 5 "Very Good"
60 - 54
40 1
15
20 1 5
R
I "Very Poor?2 3 & "Very Good"
Under 19
m [9-34
35-55
m 56-65
. The Benson Community values

Natural Resource Protection with the
highestimportance!
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Natural Resources/Historic/Cultural Focus Group

What activities/programs/functions should the City “keep/start/stop” doing?

e What is the future of the Library with the Kindle?

*  Weekly newspaper holds the community together

e Continue summer reading program at the library

® Should we look at having one library in Benson rather than a public and school library?

e library is an important asset to the community

¢ Social interaction is an important aspect of education

e Establish Cemetery as an economic development aspect

e Genealogy search

¢ Need to get cemetery records on the web

e This brings people into town [economic impact to community]

® Cemetery book about some of the people buried at cemetery [people don’t know it’s available]
e look at establishing an arboretum at cemetery

e History of older homes [do something during all-school reunion in 2010 or an annual event]

e Emerald Ash Bore

1. Diversify type of species to plant
2. Should City look at helping with cost to replace diseased trees

e  Water quality important, issue of removing pharmaceuticals from water a concern
e  Water/Wastewater/Power Plant need to run “green”

¢ Need to preserve the historic older buildings and houses

e look at establishing a farmers market site on the old “Benson Market” property

e Should the City be aggressive with demoing dilapidated buildings?

e look at conducting periodic community meetings

® Look at establishing a “Quiet Zone” for quality of life [for railroad whistles]

e Railroad — Future asset — potential of light rail, railroad is transportation of the future
e Golf course and swimming pool are both assets

e look at better educating citizens about recycling

e  Ambush Park

e Look at expanding the number of camp sites

®¢ Improve mini-golf

e Improve railroad bridge along Hwy. 9 to reduce potential for flooding

¢ Need to retain movie theatre
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Economic Development Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Not” or 5 being “Very Important”

60% said Three of the five age groups (older)
“Very Important” voted 5 at over 68%

A

How important is it for Benson to promote building
rehabilitation?

38.1% 72% of all respondents
said “Very Important” voted a 4 or 5 rating

The answers on the left indicate
a strong desire toward bringing
development into the
downtown area. Numerous
comments generated by
respondents highlighted a need
for greater varieties in retail and
more options for community
members.

A majority of all respondents indicated it 42% said “Very Important” 5
is “very important” when asked about o .
managingdevelopment. &27% gave a 4 rating

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Not Very” and 5 being “Very Important”

How important is it for Benson to attract new

businesses and industries? 80%
70%
°o
100.0% 1 = 5 "Very oo
90.0% - Important” 50%
80.0% - =4
70.0% 3 40%
60.0% - =2 30%
500% 1 = | "Not at all
40.0% - Important” 20%
30.0% - 0%
20.0% -
10.0% - 0%
0.0% -+ r

or “Yes, definitely”

Is the Benson Central Business District attractive?

—— Live "Outside" 31%
Benson

—o—Live "In" Benson

25%

22%

22%
7%
4%
I "No, not 2 3 4 5"Yes,
atall" definitely”

Ways to improve attractiveness may incorporate respondents’
comments of adding more flowers and regularly cleaning streets.
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Infrastructure-Related Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Very Poor” and 5 being “Very Good”

How do respondents rate the Sewer and Water System?
80% A

= Live "Outside"

, i ?
How do respondents rate Benson’s Street Maintenance? 70% A Benson 31%

= Live "In" Benson

60% -+

= | "Very Poor" 50%

=2 40%
3
=4 30%

m 5"Very Good"

20%
10%
0%
I "No, not 2 3 4 5"Very Unknown
| atall Important”
mportant”

Note thelarge amount of respondents’ rating of Unknown for
those thatlive “outside” Benson.

Utility-Related Results

On a scale of 1-5, 1 being “Very Poor” and 5 being “Very Good”

i i ?
How well does Benson provide Internet Service to respondents? How does Benson rate at providing Cable Service?

70
Number of Responses 1.8% ~3.4%
60
= | "Very Poor"
50
2
=3
4
0 ® Under 19 =4
30 = 19-34 m 5 "Very Good"
35-55 = Unknown
20 T W 56-65
w66+
10 +
0 -4
< Vv > [N S
c\‘zoé o gépf
B\ RCY N
N °>

41% of senior respondents selected “Unknown” for internet service. This may be an educational opportunity for
Benson to work with seniors .
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Infrastructure/EDA /Utilities Focus Group

What activities/programs/functions should the City “‘keep/start/stop” doing?

e Economic Development

e Diversify industrial development — not all agricultural

e  Submitted proposal to a business that manufactures transmission gear for wind turbines
® Look at potential to capture heat generated by CVEC and Fibrominn plants

e Look at potential uses for the water that Fibrominn discharges

e Airport — restrictions on air space hinders economic development

e Potential development in south part of Benson [located within electric service territory]
e Just East of Benson-one of the highest elevations in West Central MN [towers located]
e Look at potential site for a business to manufacture electric vehicles & a fueling station
e Trains: Future high speed rail

e look at establishing a yard where tanker containers can be unloaded to trucks
1. Is the whistle a nuisance? Laws allow for establishing a “quiet zone”
2. How much of a nuisance is the whistle to economic development?
3. If quiet zone were established, most likely two crossings in downtown would close and
“Gusty’s Road” and crossing would need to be developed.
4. Did the trees in Railroad Park absorb some of the sound?
5. City may get something in return if we voluntarily agree to close two crossings

e |Infrastructure is aging
* How aggressive does City want to be to force residents to install electric underground?
®  May need an incentive to encourage residents to go underground

e Drilling a new well by the golf course

® Concern with vulnerability of aquifers and with terrorism and vandalism

® |'s coming — requirement to treat pharmaceuticals

® Expect water treatment plant upgrade within the next 5 — 10 years

e Streets: How to pay for maintenance [raise property taxes, special assessments, or create a street
utility]

e Goal for downtown — maybe an Alco store

*  Walmart — not good for the community

e How will the Kindle affect the Benson Public Library?

e [ssues affecting banks
1. Competition with other banks
2. Dealing with compliance /restriction issues
3. Aging population
4. Lack of loyalty

5. Technology changes

® Housing
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

How to pay for demolition of dilapidated houses

Rental housing
1. Some is substandard
2. Police Dept. increase in calls to less than desirable tenants

What is the status of the River Winds project? In regulatory issues

How to pay for Kid Day fireworks?

Where is the money coming from to continue supporting the Dutch Elm Tree program?
Ash Bore Disease

Should the City continue with a similar program like the Dutch Elm Tree Removal?
Should the program be for removal and/or replacement of trees?

Potential of Benson Public Library to be an adult education center for Internet, etc.
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Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum

Relationship to Other Plans

Benson has prepared and continues to prepare a variety of specific plans and ordinances. Among them
are the Central Business District Plan, Parks Plan, and Utilities Plan. While providing more detailed
information and policy, all plans and laws shall be in compliance with, and conform to the comprehensive
plan. The comprehensive plan provides policy direction and guides the development of these other plans.

Complimentary plans that have been written or revised since the last comprehensive plan update are
available from the City of Benson.

Goals and Strategies

This addendum focuses on updating the goals and strategies in the Benson Comprehensive Plan. It is
important that the goals and strategies are updated and reevaluated regularly to ensure that the needs
and desires of the community remain the guidance for community planning.

The following definitions differentiate between a goal and a strategy.

Goal: An end toward which city activities are directed. A goal is abstract, not fully measurable and
broadly addresses an outcome identified in the Benson Comprehensive Plan Addendum 2010.

Strategy: A statement prescribing a specific course of action to reach a goal.

Community goals and strategies must be flexible to be able to address the unexpected and unplanned. It
is important to review goals and strategies to validate their intent with current public needs.

An important aspect of The Plan is the creation of realistic goals and strategies. These are interrelated
goals derived from public participation, community issues and technical data. They are also particular to

the following elements: Land Use, Housing, Transportation, Community Facilities and Services, Recreation
and Natural Resources, Utilities, Historic/Cultural Resources, Infrastructure, and Economic Development.
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Each heading number and title correlates with its chapter within the Benson
Comprehensive Plan.

CHAPTER ONE | OVERVIEW
No changes
CHAPTER TWO | COMMUNITY BACKGROUND
No changes
CHAPTER THREE | LAND USE
Goal: Improve Benson’s image to residents, visitors and passers-by.

Strategies:

1. Improve the appearance of the entrances into town with new “Welcome to Benson” signs and

landscaping
2. Purchase right of way from railroad for improvements

w

Create a Benson Farmers Market pavilion, including fencing, creating a depot like setting

4. Work with property owners along the visible throughway approach routes to the City to

improve the physical and aesthetic character of these highly exposed areas
5. Pursue funding to demolish old grain elevator

CHAPTER FOUR | HOUSING

Goal: Provide a range of housing and lifestyle choices attractive to a diverse range of young

professionals, empty nesters, seniors and families. Work with the HRA and other housing professionals
(nursing home administrator, developers, etc.) to develop a plan for 215t century life cycle housing by

December 2012.

Strategies:

1. Review 2010 census information when available

2. Look into housing trends, exploring the concept of aging in place

3. Evaluate current housing stock as needed

4. Utilize infill lots as much as possible, using existing infrastructure, before considering new

subdivisions

5. Consider updated senior housing options keeping in mind the concept of aging in place

CHAPTER FIVE| TRANSPORTATION

I.  Goal: Recognize, protect and derive economic benefit from Benson’s transportation assets.

Strategy:

1. Market the intersection of utilities including transmission lines, gas pipeline, railroad and major

highways to promote industrial development. Acknowledge proximity to major rivers
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Goal: Create a wide range of transportation options including public transportation, walking,
biking and light rail.

Strategies:

1. Develop a “quiet zone” in town

2. Explore closing one of the railroad crossings, implications of doing nothing or being proactive
3. Look into light rail possibilities

4. Develop a tar road, known as Gusty’s Road with an updated crossing

5. Ensure all roads to residences are paved

6. Work with MNDOT as work on Highway 9 and Highway 29 progresses within the city limits,

including upgrade of infrastructure located under the road in town

CHAPTER SIX | COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES

Goal: Maintain a library consistent with the technology of the 215t century. Determine the impact
of the electronic book-reader and other technology on the library (how the community reads
books, obtains reading material and the on-going need for a traditional library).

Strategies:

1. Look into the age of the electronic book-reader and plan for it

2. Plan for the future of the library in the Digital Age

3. Explore possibility of shared library services between school and community, reducing
duplication

4. Develop and maintain a state of the art, 21t century technology environment, being attentive
to technological advances

5. Collaborate with stakeholders who have similar interests, e.g. schools, health care facilities,
law enforcement, industry

Godal: Explore a plan to build a community center if needs assessment indicates support.
Strategies:

1. Evaluate the need for a multi-purpose community center

2. Evaluate the existing buildings for potential use, i.e. school, churches, etc.

3. Create a timeline to develop a multi-purpose community center over a ten year period if
community support is demonstrated

Goal: Maintain an attractive aquatic center.
Strategies:

1. Develop sustainability plan
2. Provide capital for maintenance and improvements, $50,000-$60,000 annually
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CHAPTER SEVEN | PARK SYSTEM PLAN / RECREATION & NATURAL RESOURCES

Godal: Preserve the river corridor with a trail system and dedicated open spaces.
Strategies:

1. Replace the railroad bridge on West Highway 9
2. Create an access point from Ambush Park to South Highway 12/Highway 9
3. Construct a walking bridge between Ambush Park and the aquatic center

Goal: Create a prescribed plan to manage infected Emerald Ash trees within the community

Strategies:

1. Replace Emerald Ash trees with diversified species

2. Work with local vendors for replacement

3. Explore development of a special assessment fund for removal and replacement of trees
4. Create an ordinance addressing tree disease/infestation and strategies to address and

manage
5. Create a municipal tree nursery

CHAPTER EIGHT | UTILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE

Goal: Maintain a capital improvement plan for street, utility, storm-water and sidewalks.
Strategies:

1. Look into the following options and explore their impacts:
e Special Assessments
e Street Utility Funds
e General Levy

2. Have an approved plan for funding improvements over a reasonable amount of time by the
end of 2010

3. Consolidate the water treatment facilities in one large modern facility by renovating the north
pump house

Goal: Anticipate the future of the waste water treatment facility that treats for pharmaceuticals
and other pollutants. Plan for the next waste water treatment facility upgrade as dictated by
licensure or permitting requirements.

Strategies:

1. Look into the newest waste water treatment facility trends
2. Review current permitting standards for facilities

Godal: Explore the development opportunities for a natural gas/methane power plant.
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Strategies:

1.

Research community and environmental impacts of such a facility

2. Support activities that maintain adequate pipeline operations such as natural gas service into,

within and through Benson

IV.  Goadl: Utilize underground electric distribution instead of above-ground. Replace all overhead
electric distribution with underground and remove all above ground poles no longer in use by
December 2015.

Strategies:

1.
2.

Complete installation of automatic meter reading (AMR)
Look into opportunities to finance underground service connections

CHAPTER NINE | IMPLEMENTATION

Goal: The City of Benson is committed to the goals and strategies that are presented in this document.

Strategies:

1.
2.

©NOo O

The City will use this plan as a guide for current and future development

The City will track development in Benson to ensure that it is consistent with the goals and
strategies set forth in this document

The Planning Commission and City Council will evaluate development requests based on this
addendum in its entirety

The City will hold topical focus groups periodically to elicit grassroots feedback from the
community

The City will utilize social media such as Facebook, Twitter, community blogs

The City will upgrade staff competencies to be able to utilize social media

The City will maintain links on its website

The Planning Commission and City Council will conduct an annual review of the Comprehensive
Plan

ADDENDUM ADDITIONS

CHAPTER TEN | HISTORIC/CULTURAL RESOURCES

I.  Goal: Maintain, preserve and promote the City’s cemetery as an important part of the City’s

history and culture as well as an economic asset.

Strategies:

1.

Prepare and maintain an annual maintenance plan

2. Turn the cemetery into a park-like setting as if it were an arboretum of trees, flowers and

impeccable landscaping, replicating a European-style
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3. Create an on-line cemetery record
4. Promote the historic aspects of the cemetery

Il.  Goal: Prevent neighborhood deterioration and preserve historic buildings, structures and places in
the City.

Strategies:

1. Utilize programs for neighborhood improvements such as the Small Cities Development
Program

2. Create a fagcade improvement revolving loan fund for the Central Business District

3. Work with the local historical society to regularly inventory and review the condition of
historical properties

4. Access State and Federal incentive programs to maintain historical properties

5. Identify key historical structures needing improvement and identify opportunities to maintain
and preserve the such structures

CHAPTER ELEVEN | ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

I.  Goal: Preserve and promote the Benson Golf Course and facilities, having a financially
sustainable municipal golf course by December 2020.

Strategies:

1. Work with the golf course board to create a capital improvement plan for the grounds and
club house

2. Work with the golf course board and Chamber of Commerce to promote the golf course as a
tourist attraction by developing weekend packages that include golf passes

3. Look into sustainable practices that can be implemented in both the short and long term

Il.  Goal: The City of Benson will work with the Chamber of Commerce and local EDA and RDA to
prepare for potential retail and/or economic development. Develop a plan for addressing
economic development in Benson by December 2010.

Strategies:

1. Hold public forums to discuss Benson’s future concerning economic development

2. Update zoning codes to reflect the community wishes

3. Collaboratively work with the Chamber of Commerce, RDA and EDA in discussions concerning
economic development initiatives and activity
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Top Responses:
Why People Like Benson

I. Friendly people and community

2. The*“Small Town Rural” Feel

3. A wonderful place to raise a
family with churches, parks
and trails, and a pool.
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