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MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
CITY HALL 

JANUARY 12, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack 
Evenson, Eric Payne, Dan Enderson, Nancy Maanum, and Cherie Stielow. Members Absent: None. Also 
present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, Director of Finance Lisa Kent, City Manager Matt Skaret, City 
Attorney Stephen Kowal, CEDA Representative Maddie Clavin, Chief of Police Ian Hodge, Shiela Krose 
with Bolton & Menk and Reed Anfinson. 

 
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda. Resignation of our prosecuting attorney was 

added. It was moved by Maanum, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the amended 
agenda. 

 
The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. It was moved by Maanum, seconded by 

Payne and carried unanimously to approve the following items on the consent agenda: 
 

▪ January 2, 2026 City Council Minutes 
▪ Jack Kjos Appointed to the  Airport Commission term expiring 12/31/2028 
▪ Pay Request - League of Minnesota Cities 2026 Dues - $4,711.00 
▪ Pay Request -  Minnesota Mayors Assn. 2026 Membership - $30.00 
▪ Pay Request - Cemsites Cemetery Annual License Software - $5,145.00 
▪ Pay Request - ABM Equipment –Truck Repair Overage - $4,255.06 
▪ Electronic Transfers:  Payroll - January 8, 2026 - $188,138.71 

 
 The Mayor asked for staff announcements. Payne said the boys basketball team is 11-0. Evenson 
said his granddaughter went 3-0 in her wrestling matches last weekend. 
 
 The Mayor called for persons with unscheduled business to which there were none. 
 
 Krose approached with change order #2 from Crow River Construction for the floodwall project. 
During the project, it was determined we need to install a new lift station. This will be done in the spring. 
We are asking for approval now as there is a 16-20 week lead time on some of the parts needed. This lift 
station is a redesign as the depth of the lift station was changed. She said on the request there are credits 
for items we won’t be using and charges for the new parts we will be using. Now the estimated 
completion date is June 1, 2026.  This change order will be reflected in the pay request. So far out of our 
$200,000 contingency we have used $18,000 and this change order is for $26,200. Sheila said she will 
send where we are at financially to Skaret for distribution to the Council. After discussion, it was moved 
by Payne, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve change order #2 from Crow River 
Construction for lift station construction in the amount of $26,200.00. Krose said we will be receiving our 
water tower bids  on February 5, 2026 here in the Council Chambers at 2:00 p.m. She will come to the 
February 17, 2026 City Council meeting for the bid award. 
 
 Skaret said he has finally received seven applications for the Charter Commission. Last summer 
the Council decided to reactivate the Charter Commission. The Charter was last updated in 1983. If 
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Council approves the applications, we will then send the names to the Chief District Court Judge to make 
the formal appointments. The League of Minnesota Cities has a charter assistance program, and we will 
be engaging them at a cost of $1,000 plus mileage. Terms are typically four years, so we will have to 
assign the commission member terms. Kowal said half the terms are two years and half the terms are four 
years. The members we are presenting to appoint are Jack Evenson, Terri Collins, Ron Hanson, Donald 
Wilcox, Rob Wolfington, Suzanne Fitz and Christopher Yard. Councilmember Enderson offered the 
following resolution: 
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF SWIFT 
CITY OF BENSON 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE BENSON CITY COUNCIL SUBMITTING NAMES TO THE CHIEF 

JUDGE OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR CONSIDERATION IN 
MAKING APPOINTMENTS TO THE CITY OF BENSON CHARTER COMMISSION 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2026- 04) 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Benson (City) is a Home Rule Charter City, and;  
WHEREAS, the members of the City of Benson Charter Commission (Commission) are appointed by the 
chief judge for the district court of the judicial district in which the City is situated, which is the Eighth 
Judicial District, pursuant to Minn. Stat. 410.05, and;  
WHEREAS, the Commission has not met in many years and all of the terms of the members have 
expired, and; 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to have new members appointed to the Commission, and;  
WHEREAS, there seven qualified voters of the City that are interested in being appointed to staggered 
(or overlapping) four-year terms. Of the initial appointments, half of the members plus one will serve 
two-year terms, with the remainder serving full four-year terms, and;  
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. 410.05, subd. 2 provides that “[u]pon the expiration of each term, the chief 
judge shall appoint new or reappoint existing commission members…”, and; 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. 410.05, subd. 3 provides that a ”city council . . . may submit to the court the 
names of eligible nominees which the district court may consider in making appointments to the charter 
commission.”  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Benson as follows:  
1. The City Council of the City of Benson respectfully requests that the Chief Judge of the Eighth Judicial 
District appoint the seven individuals from the list of eligible candidates for appointment appended hereto 
to staggered (or overlapping) four-year terms on the Commission in accordance with the provisions of 
Minn. Stat. 410.05.  Of the initial appointments, half of the members plus one will serve two-year terms, 
with the remainder serving full four-year terms.  
  

 Councilmember Payne seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Evenson, Maanum, Landmark, Payne, Enderson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2026-04 duly passed and adopted. 

 
Clavin approached the Council  with a grant request. The grant is the Minnesota Small Cities  

(Tier II) Housing Aid Grant Program. Clavin said this grant is administered by the Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency, which provides funding to small cities outside the metro area to address housing needs. 
Eligible projects include operating emergency shelter facilities, including the costs of providing services. 
Sixteen cities will be awarded a $75,000 grant. There is no match required. It is a four year funded grant, 
so if awarded we could have four years to use the grant money. This grant could go to help defray costs of 
the Benson Community Center/Emergency Shelter. The grant is due by January 23, 2026. The EDA 
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recommended approval of applying for the grant to Council. There was a question if the grant will be in 
conflict with the Community Center DEED grant. Clavin said she reached out to them and is waiting for a 
response. There were questions on what would qualify for reimbursement, to which Clavin said supplies 
to keep the building ready for an emergency as well as utilities. After discussion it was moved by Stielow, 
seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve applying for the Minnesota Small Cities (Tier II) 
Housing Aid Grant. 

 
Next was a pay request from Inspectron for their services for the fourth quarter of 2025. The 

biggest expense is for the building permits for the latest Cottage Square project. After discussion it was 
moved by Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the pay request to 
Inspectron in the amount of $34,572.28. 

 
Mayor Evenson presented a notice to Council that Danielle Olson will be resigning as our 

prosecuting attorney at of January 26, 2026, and acknowledged we will need to appoint a new one. 
 

City Manager Report: 
▪ Skaret thanked everyone for attending the Benson Community Center ribbon cutting ceremony. 
▪ The Active Transportation grant is due Friday, January 16, 2026. We will need a Council member to be 
on the steering committee. Evenson volunteered. 
▪ Researching the City Hall/Liquor store project it was determined there may have been a gas station near 
the liquor store. We have found some records and are researching this. Skaret said he engaged an 
environmental company to do a phase 1 study. After asking two companies, West Central Environmental 
has agreed to do the project at a cost of $3,000. 
▪ USAquatics and Horizon pools will be coming this week to do an onsite visit of the pool. 
▪ Skaret and Alsaker met with Countryside Public Health to review our tobacco ordinance. There have 
been some state changes we need to reflect in our ordinance and Council will see a draft in the spring for 
consideration. 
▪ Skaret met with Reuss last week with Rodeberg and Berryman to discuss several project to include the 
south industrial park area. We are working on a path forward on our CIP/special assessment policy. He 
feels the utility rate study, CIP and assessment policy are tied together, and we would like to bring it back 
as one package this spring. He is recommending we have a special City Council meeting to process, 
digest and get feedback from the Council. We will then present this at a public hearing. He went on to say 
he is going to continue to work on the Public Facilities Authority (PFA) application for the 2027 
McKinney Ave. & 12th St. S. project. He says applying doesn’t bind us to the project. The application is 
due in March. 
▪ The airport runway project is still on hold in order to amend the additional 100’ of runway we hope to 
acquire from Fish and Wildlife Service. We will be meeting with them on January 29, 2026. 
▪ Skaret said they have rescheduled the meeting with him, Tweed and Clavin in Sioux Falls to meet with 
MRES on the Fibrominn site. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion was made by Maanum, 
seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 6:03 p.m. 
 
      _______________________________________ 

        Mayor 
_________________________________________ 

City Clerk 


