MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY HALL
FEBRUARY 2, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack
Evenson, Eric Payne, Dan Enderson, Nancy Maanum, and Cherie Stielow. Members Absent: None. Also
present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, Director of Finance Lisa Kent, City Manager Matt Skaret, City
Attorney Stephen Kowal, CEDA Representative Hillary Tweed, Chief of Police lan Hodge, Todd Hagen
with Ehler’s, Laura Larson with Countryside Public Health, Rob Wolfington MRES Ambassador, Rob
Anfinson & Brayden Haugen with the Benson Golf Club and Reed Anfinson.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda. Two pay requests from Bolton & Menk, a pay
request from Rodeberg & Berryman and ice machine purchase were added. It was moved by Maanum,
seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the amended agenda.

The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. It was moved by Payne, seconded by
Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the following items on the consent agenda:

= January 12, 2026 City Council Minutes
= January 20, 2026 Special City Council Minutes
» December 1, 2025 Planning Commission Minutes
= December 15, 2025 EDA Minutes
* MRES News Release — Upper Midwest Transmission Line
= Charter Communication Channel Change
= Gambling Application - NWTF Swift County Gobblers — March 27, 2026
= Pay Request-Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc. — Cottage Square Phase 3 - $3,360.00
Bal. 11,495.00
* Prairie Waters 2026 Regional Marketing Program Membership - $6,000.00
= Pay Request - ABM Equipment — Bucket Truck Repair - 5,671.81
= Electronic Transfers: Payroll: January 22, 2026 - $116,517.88

The Mayor asked for staff announcements. Wolfington approached to discuss the 115KV line
running from Appleton to Benson. He said the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MNPUC)
reviewed the certificate of need and recommended approval. There is a two month appeal period. He said
we will start to see activity such as surveying. Construction is expected to start in 2027, and be finished in
2028. We hope to be the laydown site for the project which will benefit Benson economically. Council
will see movement on the sale of the transmission line and part of the substation. BNSF is looking at a
harmonics study and possible stray voltage that could affect the railroad and we need to be aware if the
new poles will interfere with the helipad flight patterns. He said the 345KV project will go before the
MNPUC in April. This will pass north of the airport and is a $1.6 billion project. It would be good to be
the laydown site for that project as well. He went on to say there is another power line project running
from Big Stone to Brookings, South Dakota. This is a 765 KV line, which is the largest project of this
magnitude in this part of the country. This project is a $30 billion project. West Central Minnesota will
eventually have an abundance of power in the region. MRES is involved in each of these three projects.



Enderson said the Benson boys basketball team has gone 17-0 this season, and the school record
for 3 point shots has been broken. Reuss thanked staff for refinishing the Council table.

The Mayor called for persons with unscheduled business to which there were none.

Hagen approached the Council to give a presentation on the utility rate study they recently
completed. This study was triggered by the 10 year streets capital outlay projects, which includes
replacing sewer, water and storm sewer infrastructure. We will need to bond to pay for the estimated $20
million in projects over the next 10 years, and each of the three utilities will need to be able to make the
debt service payments on it’s part of the project. Street, curb and gutter will be paid for through either the
levy, assessments, a low interest loan such as a Public Facilities loan or cash. Enderson asked if the water
mains in the proposed projects are in bad shape or will the main be replaced simply because the street is
open. Reuss said while we have the street open, we will replace the water main. Hagen first reviewed the
water fund, and proposed rate and user increases based on the American Water Works Association
information and our budgets. The proposal will benefit low water users and has large water users paying
more. An irrigation category is proposed. He continued with the sewer rates, discussing losses in recent
years, with a 9% increase in rates for the years 2026 — 2030 along with a new base fee. Lastly, storm
sewer was discussed, with possibly making the storm water fee an enterprise fund. This shows a 20%
increase each year. There was discussion on figures and gquestions. Hagen said he would get answers to
Council questions and get those answers to them. The next steps will be to refine the rate study, finalize
and adopt rates and review annually. Kent said when we want to bond, it is important to show rate studies
like this that verify each fund is able to pay their share of the debt service. The Council thanked Hagen for
the analysis.

Tweed approached with a pay application for the Armory to Marcus Construction. She noted after
this payment, we will only have the retainer left. After discussion, it was moved by Maanum, seconded by
Payne and carried unanimously to approve pay request #6 to Marcus Construction in the amount of
$87,633.61.

Laura Larson approached the Council. She refreshed them on the $26 billion multistate settlement
with the opioid industry. The five county area Countryside Public Health services received $2,756,352
over 18 years to provide education on opioids. She said a condition of the local settlement is to brief local
governmental agencies annually on how the money is being used and the programs implemented. She
listed curriculum, school participation, and community response to various grant programs. The Council
thanked her.

Rob Anfinson and Haugen approached with a golf course funding request of $43,467.90. They
said the Council budgeted $60,000 toward golf club expenses. Today they presented a request for the
following items:

$23,650 to ALT Tree Service for tree removal
$8,523.28 a new fertilizer spreader

$3,600.00 parts to build a sprayer from Abner Sales
$7,694.62 2021 Cushman utility cart

After discussion, it was moved by Enderson, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the
presented expenses upon receipt of bills.



Next were a series of bids and quotes taken on January 29, 2026. First was a concrete quote from
B.G. Amundson Construction Inc. This was the only quote received. Enderson asked what line item in the
budget this expense is coming out of. Kent said the sidewalk projects are paid for out of the concrete
budget, curb and gutter is out of street project expenses. There were questions on the projects. After
further discussion, it was moved by Stielow, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the
quote from B.G. Amundson Construction in the amount of $39,000.00.

Next were the concrete crushing quotes. There were four quotes as follows:

Saldana Excavating & Aggregates Inc. - $5.75 per ton
Duininck — $9.70 per ton

Central Specialties Inc. - $8.73 per ton

Ferguson Aggregate & Crushing - $7.35 per ton

After discussion, it was moved by Payne, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the
guote from Saldana Excavating & Aggregates Inc. in the amount of $5.75 per ton.

2026 Tire quotes were reviewed. There was only one quote received. After discussion, it was
moved by Enderson, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the tires quote in the amount
of $8,866.00 plus labor as presented.

There were four bids for bituminous bids received as follows:

Ferguson Asphalt Paving - $97,396.00 Hourly Road Shaping Rate-$190.00
Joe Riley Construction - $99,002.50  Hourly Road Shaping Rate-$195.00
Central Specialties - $114,668.76 Hourly Road Shaping Rate-$609.50
Duininck Inc. - $126,736.80 Hourly Road Shaping Rate-$275.00

After discussion, it was moved by Maanum, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the
bid from Ferguson Asphalt Paving as presented.

The last quote for 2026 work is for the residential electrical overhead to underground project.
Quotes were received as follows:

» Goff Electric, Inc. - $344.00 per house * DM Electric, LLC - $650.00 per house

After discussion, it was moved by Stielow, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the
quote from Goff Electric at $344.00 per house as presented.

It was moved by Payne, seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to approve the pay
request from Stevens County for the Police Department’s West Central SWAT Dues in the amount of
$4,000.00.

It was moved by Maanum, seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to authorize the
following as check signers on all accounts: Mayor Jack Evenson, City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City
Manager Matt Skaret.

It was moved by Maanum, seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to approve the bills
and warrants in the amount of $1,010,523.86.



Next Council received a letter of resignation from Director of Finance, Lisa Kent. Council
expressed regrets and well wishes to Kent. It was then moved by Enderson, seconded by Payne and
carried unanimously to accept Kent’s letter of resignation.

Next was a pay request from Bolton & Menk for the water tower rehabilitation. Enderson said he
is asking again for the bills to state the remaining balance of the project on these bills. It was moved by
Maanum, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the pay request in the amount of
$3,994.50.

There was a pay request from Bolton & Menk for the Wastewater Floodwall project. It was
moved by Maanum, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the pay request in the
amount of $25,098.73.

Next Skaret presented two quotes for an ice machine for the liquor store. The existing ice
machine behind the bar has failed. Two quotes were received as follows:

» Craig’s Refrigeration - $5,766.00 » Watson Refrigeration & Heating - $6,500.00

After discussion, it was moved by Payne, seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to approve the
quote from Craig’s Refrigeration in the amount of $5,766.00.

City Manager Report:

= With the resignation of Kent, some duties will be dispersed among current employees. The Personnel
Committee has been meeting, and it was decided not to contract for payroll at this time as the City
Manager will do this. Another option that was discussed is to contract with a large firm for the Director of
Finance duties. We are advertising Kent’s position in various publications.

= Horizon Pools were out to look at the swimming pool in person.

* Thursday we will accept bids for the water tower project at 2:00 p.m.

» Tweed and Clavin met with MRES on the Fibrominn site. Several contractors will know we have this
location available for development. We are in contact with another firm interested in the site.

= Skaret said he received a preliminary design on the possible City Hall/Liquor Store building. He will
meet with the Liquor Committee to review it.

= Skaret said he met with the Fish & Wildlife on the airport runway to obtain 100” of extra land needed.
Two possible solutions are a land swap or obtain a right of way permit good for 50 years. The FAA will
weigh in on this.

= We are in the process of getting quotes for a new HVAC system at the Library. This is in the budget for
this year.

* The Kid Day kick-off meeting will be tomorrow night. Skaret, Stielow and Evenson will be attending
the meeting.

* The next Council meeting will be Tuesday, February 17, 20206.

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion was made by Payne,
seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 7:35 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk



