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DRAFT  
 

MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
CITY HALL 

MARCH 16, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack 
Evenson, Eric Payne, Nancy Maanum, and Cherie Stielow. Members Absent: None. Members 
Telephonically: Dan Enderson. Also present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City Manager Matt Skaret, City 
Attorney Stephen Kowal, CEDA Representative Maddie Clavin, Public Works Director Jeff Reuss, Chief 
of Police Ian Hodge, Rob Wolfington, Kevin Ketelson & Kristi Fernholz with UMVRDC, David Larson 
and David Stauffacher. 

 
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda to which there were none. It was moved by 

Maanum and seconded by Stielow to approve the agenda. The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, 
Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. Therefore the agenda was approved. 

 
The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. said It was moved by Maanum and 

seconded by Stielow to approve the consent agenda and the following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, 
Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The motion carried unanimously: 
 

 ▪ March 2, 2026  City Council Minutes 
 ▪ February 2, 2026 Planning Commission Minutes 
 ▪ November 10, 2025 Airport Commission Minutes 
 

▪ The following licenses effective April 13, 2026:  
 

 Sunday Liquor License:  On-Sale Liquor License: 
   Track Bar & Grill, LLC   McKinney’s on Southside 
   McKinney’s on Southside  Benson Golf Club 
   Benson Golf Club   Patrick’s Pub & Grill 

 Patrick’s Pub & Grill   Mi Mexico    
   DeMarce Theater   Track Bar & Grill, LLC   
       
   On-Sale Wine License & Strong Beer - DeMarce Theatre 

 
   Sidewalk Café Permit - Patrick’s Pub & Grill, LLC 
    

▪ The following General licenses effective April 1, 2025: 
 

Garbage Collection License: 
West Central Sanitation    Tommy Kraemer Inc. 

          Trash B Gone 
 

Sewer Tap License: 
Hawley’s Inc.   Craig’s Refrigeration 
Grossman & Trump  T & K Kennedy Excavating 
Rapid Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning 
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▪ Charter Communications Franchise Fees Revenues – 4th Quarter of 2025 - $5,883.36 
▪ Pay Request - Bolton & Menk – Airport Runway Survey - $3,500.00 – Balance $69,300.00 
▪ Electronic Transfers:    Payroll: March 6, 2026 - $155,412.08 

 
The Mayor asked for staff announcements. Wolfington reminded the Council of the Missouri 

River Energy Services Annual meeting on May 6-7, 2026 in Sioux Falls, SD.  He said to see Val to sign 
up. Also the new S-1 Contract will need to be updated by September of this year.  

 
The Mayor called for anyone with unscheduled business. David Larson approached the Council to  

say he purchased a new 4-wheeler. He said the City of Benson’s ordinance states a class 1 vehicle which 
has a 50” wheel base, is not allowed. He is asking the Council to make a revision to the ordinance to 
allow these ATVs to drive on City streets. The Mayor directed staff to research the issue. 

 
Next David Stauffacher approached to ask what the City is going to do about the streets. He said 

the tar along the gutter in front of his house is crumbling more and more all the time. Mayor Evenson said 
we have a 10 year street plan, and asked where he lives, to which he replied 11th Street South. The Mayor 
also said we patch the streets in between projects and we can take a look at his street. 

 
Next Fernholz approached the Council to discuss they are in the process of our latest Small Cities 

Grant. A citizen participation plan was presented. It was moved by Maanum, seconded by Payne to adopt 
the Citizen Participation Plan. The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, 
Maanum. NAYES: None. Therefore the Citizen Participation Plan was adopted by the City Council. The 
Public Hearing for the SCPD Public Hearing was opened at 5:41 p.m. Concerns from the public was 
solicited. She stated that the SCDP grant addresses needs of the very low and low income persons.  

 
Fernholz presented that the SCDP application is for 20 Owner Occupied Rehabilitation for homes within 
the city-wide target area of Benson.  There were 54 interest surveys received that were income eligible. 
The SCDP application will also rehab 11 Commercial business in the slum and blight districts in Benson. 
We received 20 interest surveys. 
 
Fernholz presented the budget in the application which will ask for a total of $1,081,000 in SCDP funds. 
For the 20 Owner Occupied units, the application will ask for $575,000, and for the 11 Commercial units, 
the application will ask for $506,000.  Leverage funds will come in the form of owner match or other 
funds available such as weatherization or USDA funds.  
 
Fernholz also presented the administration costs to the city, if funded, in addition to what SCDP pays 
towards administration.  The UMVRDC will do the general administration and work with the Swift 
County HRA for the field admin. The cost to the city is $10,000 for general admin and $1,600/owner 
occupied project and $2,150 per commercial project. Additional units, if funds are available, will be 
charged the same rate with approval from the city. 
 
The implementation schedule is as follows: 

o Full application due April 15, 2026 
o Hear back from DEED July 
o Environmental/contract/policies Sept/Oct 
o SCDP money could be available January 2027 
o Projects start summer 2027 
o 3 years to use funding 
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The UMVRDC has worked on many SCDP projects through the years. They are working with the 
Southwest MN Housing Partnership to do construction management for both owner occupied and 
commercial project.  
 
For any possible historic projects, the UMVRDC will complete a tier 2 review with SHPO and comply 
with any requirements outlined.  
 
The Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 5:50 p.m.  
 
 Councilmember Payne offered the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARING SLUM AND BLIGHTED AREA 
(RESOLUTION 2026-05) 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Benson is concerned about the economic viability of slum and blighted area 
within its corporate limits, and 
 
WHEREAS, the slum and blighted area projects a negative visual image of the community, and 
 
WHEREAS the economic, social, physical, and cultural well-being of the City is adversely affected by 
the conditions of this slum and blighted area, and 
 
WHEREAS, there exists the opportunity to improve, preserve, and re-deploy this slum and blighted area 
to the benefit of the community, and 
 
WEREAS, the following detrimental conditions have been identified which qualify the area under State 
law and Community Development Block Grant Program requirements; 
 

1) Public Improvements are in a general state of deterioration; or 
2) At least 25% of the buildings are deteriorated or deteriorating, and have at least one of the 

following characteristics: Physical deterioration of or building or improvement; Abandonment of 
property; Chronic high turnover or vacancy rate; Significant decline in property value or 
abnormally low property value in relation to other areas of the community; or known or suspected 
environmental contamination. 
 

WHEREAS, of all the parcels within the target area, 124 of them are occupied by buildings. Of the 124 
buildings in the target area, 27 of them are structurally standard, 94 of them are structurally substandard, 
and 3 are dilapidated. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following areas is designated a “Slum and Blighted 
Area”. 
 
Norther border: Idaho Ave. and Utah Ave 
Eastern border: 12th Street and eastern city limits along Atlantic Ave. 
Southern border: Kansas Ave. and Aldrich Ave. 
Western border: 16th Street and 15th Street 
 

 Councilmember Maanum seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Maanum, Payne, Enderson. NAYES: None. ABSTAIN: Stielow, Evenson. Thereupon the Mayor 
declared Resolution 2026-05 duly passed and adopted. 
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Councilmember Maanum offered the following resolution: 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION 
(RESOLUTION 2026-06) 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE City of Benson act as the legal sponsor for the project contained in the 
Application to be submitted on April 15, 2026 and that the Mayor and the City Manager are hereby 
authorized to apply to the Department of Employment and Economic Development for funding on this 
project on behalf of the City of Benson. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Benson has the legal authority to apply for financial 
assistance, and the institutional, managerial and financial capability to ensure adequate construction, 
operation, maintenance and replacement of the proposed project for its design life. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Benson has not violated any Federal, State or local laws 
pertaining to fraud, bribery, graft, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful or corrupt 
practice. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of this application by the State, the City of Benson 
may  enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the approved project, and that the City of 
Benson certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract 
agreements. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and the City Manager, or their successors in 
office, are hereby authorized to execute such agreements, and amendments thereto, as are necessary to 
implement the project on behalf of the Applicant. 
 

 Councilmember Payne seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2026-06 duly passed and adopted. 

 
Ketelson with UMVRDC approached the Council to go over the Swift County Hazard Mitigation 

Plan. He said Swift County received funding from FEMA to update this plan, and they contracted with the 
UMVRDC to work on this. He, along with Derek Bendel, Swift County Emergency Manager, have had 
several community meetings and discussed all possible disaster scenarios and mitigations. He reviewed 
the plan with the Council. He said this is a draft and if there are any changes to let him know. He will 
send this on to the State then FEMA, and when it is approved, we can adopt the changes. The plan is good 
for five years. Enderson said this is a very complete plan. 

 
Next Hodge approached the Council with a Capital Authorization Request to purchase new body 

armor for Officer Seafolk who is on the Swift County SWAT team. These vests expire, and it is time for 
an upgrade. He said he hadn’t planned for this expense this year, but it is necessary. After discussion, it 
was moved by Enderson and  seconded by Stielow to purchase the body armor from ALPHA Training & 
Tactics for Officer Seafolk in the amount of $6,398.00, and the following vote was taken: AYES: 
Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
Kowal approached to discuss the railroad land swap pertaining to the land north of City Hall. We 

currently own land along the south side of the tracks along Pacific Avenue, and the railroad owns the land 
along the street. We have been in discussion on flipping the ownership of the land allowing BNSF to own 
the land along the tracks. This grew into a couple other land swaps which Kowal referred Council to the 
map in the packet. He went on to say we will need to survey the land and presented two quotes for survey 
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service. Stoeckel Jahner Land Surveying quoted $5,600.00. Bonnema Runke Stern Inc. quoted $5,300.00-
$5,500.00. After discussion, it was moved by Maanum and seconded by Payne to approve the quote from 
Bonnema Runke Stern Inc., and the following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, 
Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
Reuss approached. He said with the renovation of the water tower this summer, public works 

feels it would be imperative to have a generator on hand in case of a power outage. We have obtained a 
proposal from Ziegler Power Systems to rent a Caterpillar portable generator for up to 4 months. The 
rental fee is part of the water tower bond. Council approved a transformer switch last year for this project. 
Reuss reviewed the quote with Council. After discussion, it was moved by Stielow and seconded by 
Enderson to approve the proposal from Ziegler for a Caterpillar portable generator at a rate of $4,170.00 
per month plus freight and tax for up to four months. The following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, 
Payne, Stielow and Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed.  

 
Reuss said the Kubota mower has 2,138 hours on it and we are looking to trade this in. After 

looking into different mowers, they would like to purchase a John Deere 1585 mower. Currently with the 
Kubota, we have to get the mower serviced and parts from Willmar. The John Deere would be serviced 
locally if need be. The mower is in the budget. Reuss said we can get $8,600 for a trade in on the Kubota. 
The mower is in the capital outlay for $41,694.00. After further discussion, it was moved by Payne and 
seconded by Stielow to approve the purchase of the John Deere 1585 TerrainCut mower and 72” side 
discharge mower deck in the amount of $49,919.00. The following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, 
Payne, Stielow and Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 
 

Next Reuss said he went out for quotes for the HVAC system at the library. He solicited the local 
contractors and presented them to Council. He recommended the quote from Hawley’s Inc. for a Bryant 
927TA gas furnace. Skaret said the current HVAC is geothermal. The quote did not include any electrical 
work, and there is possibly a Centerpoint Energy rebate. The furnace is in the capital outlay for this year 
in the amount of $50,000. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson and seconded by Maanum to 
approve the quote from Hawley’s in the amount of $46,120.00 with a deduct for a 3-phase air conditional 
of $1,448.00 for a total of $44,672.00. The following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, 
Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
Reuss presented a quote for calcium chloride for dust control from Crow River Construction. The 

application is the same as last year only the cost per gallon has gone up $.03. We have a few citizens that 
pay for dust control in their alley, and Reuss said this will be the case again this year. After discussion, it 
was moved by Payne, seconded by Maanum to approve the quote of $6,743.66 for Crow River to apply 
dust control for the 2026 season. The following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, 
Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
Reuss presented a quote from Crafco for crack seal and rental of a crack seal machine. This crack 

sealer is quick and will allow us to speed up the process of crack sealing streets. Rental of the machine is 
$5,850 per month, and  we will be using 11,700 pounds of crack sealant at $.75 per pound. After 
discussion, it was moved by Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the 
quote from Crafco in the amount of $14,625.00. The following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, Payne, 
Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
Reuss presented a Capital Authorization Request to purchase 60 electrical meters. We will need 

44 for Cottage Square Phase III alone. We are continuing to replace meters to get them onto our current 
load management program as well. After discussion, it was moved by Maanum and seconded by Payne to 
approve the quote from Cannon Technologies in the amount of $14,646.60. The following vote was taken: 
AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 
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Reuss said we budgeted for a new pick-up for the wastewater department. They currently have a 

2008 Chevy with 95,000 miles on it. We plan to move this 2008 pickup to the street department. He 
presented a Capital Authorization Request for a 2026 GMC crew cab pro with a 6’6” box which is on the 
state bid. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson and seconded by Payne to approve the capital 
authorization request for a  2026 GMC 1500 crew cab pickup from North Country GM in the amount of 
$49,681.04. The following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. 
NAYES: None. The motion passed. 
 

Next Reuss said the line crew electrician has been driving a 2015 all-wheel drive van. Accessing 
equipment out of the van is difficult. He presented a capital authorization request for a 2026 GMC 1500 
crew cab pickup, which is the same as the wastewater pickup just approved for the wastewater 
department. The difference is the addition of a utility topper for easier tool and equipment access. This 
pickup will also be used on call outs and everyday general use. We would like to sell the van. After 
discussion, it was moved by Payne and seconded by Stielow to approve the purchase of the pickup as 
presented with the utility topper in the amount of $59,174.00. The following vote was taken: AYES: 
Maanum, Payne, Stielow and Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
 Skaret said at the last meeting Council approved Crow River Construction to repair the sinking 

wastewater manhole on west Hwy 9. He said he would like to use the leftover bond money we saved on 
the water tower bid to pay for this repair. He discussed this option with Todd Hagen at Ehlers and our 
bond council and they said we can do this by amending the 2025-13 General Obligation Bond resolution. 
Enderson asked about the leftover money and what is the plan for it. Skaret said we can use it for the fine 
screen at the wastewater or we can pay down the bond. After discussion, Councilmember Maanum 
offered the following resolution: 

 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF BENSON, MINNESOTA 
(RESOLUTION NO. 2026-07) 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2025-13 RELATING TO THE CITY’S 
$3,965,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2025A 

A. WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 2025-13 (the “Bond Resolution”), the City Council of 
the City of Benson, Minnesota (the “City”) authorized the issuance of its $3,965,000 General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2025A (the "Bonds"), pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapters 475; and 

B. WHEREAS, the Bonds were issued to finance: (i) costs related to improvements to the 
City's Community Center and swimming pool (the "Tax Abatement Project"), pursuant to Sections 
469.1812 through 469.1815, particularly Section 469.1814, (ii) street reconstruction projects under the 
City's Street Reconstruction Plan adopted on May 5, 2025 (the "Street Reconstruction Projects") pursuant 
to Section 475.58, Subdivision 3b; and (iii) improvements to the City water tower (the "Utility 
Improvements"), pursuant to Section 444.075; and 

C. WHEREAS, the City designated the aggregate principal amount of $880,000 as the “Utility 
Revenue Portion" of the Bonds; and  

D. WHEREAS, construction costs for the Utility Improvements were lower than expected and 
a portion of the proceeds of the Utility Revenue Portion of the Bonds has not been expended; 
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E. WHEREAS, the City wishes to amend the Bond Resolution to expand the definition of 
Utility Improvements to allow proceeds of the Utility Revenue Portion of the Bonds to be expended on 
sewer improvements within the City; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Benson, Minnesota, as follows: 

1. Amendment.  Resolution 2025-13 is hereby amended to include improvements to the City’s 
sewer system in the definition of “Utility Improvements” and to authorize the Utility Revenue Portion of 
the Bonds to be expended on such sewer system projects. 

2. No Other Amendments.  Except as hereby amended, all other terms and conditions of the 
Resolution shall remain in full force and effect. 

 Councilmember Enderson seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was 
recorded: AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor 
declared Resolution 2026-06 duly passed and adopted. 

 
It was moved by Payne and seconded my Maanum to approve the bills and warrants in the 

amount of $585,340.43. The following vote was taken: AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, 
Enderson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
Skaret said we received an email from MRES that Great River Energy will soon begin the process 

of the sale of our transmission line from the old Fibrominn site to the substation. Skaret will take lead 
responsibility and Alsaker will be the City’s designated project representative. 

 
City Manager Report: 

▪ The Hwy 9 manhole issue will be repaired this Thursday. 
▪ Next week the Mayor and Clavin with the EDA will be heading to St. Paul for the CGMC 
Lobby day on March 25 
▪ Next week is payroll. 
▪ Skaret commended staff for stepping up after the Director of Finance resigned. 

 
 Mayor Evenson said we will be going into closed session per MN Statute Chapter 13D.05, Subd. 
3(c) to discuss possible sale of property. The session was closed at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 The Mayor reopened the meeting at 6:46 p.m. 
 
 The Mayor announced another closed session per MN Statute Chapter 13D.05, Subd. 3(b) 
Attorney Client privilege. 
 
 The Mayor reopened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. He said in the first closed session Council 
discussed the possible sale of 904 Atlantic Avenue. The second closed session was attorney client 
privilege discussion on a litigation case. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion was made by Maanum, 
seconded by Payne to adjourn the Council meeting. The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, 
Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 
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      _______________________________________ 
        Mayor 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
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