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       MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
SWIFT COUNTY-BENSON HEALTH SERVICES MEETING ROOM 

MARCH 2, 2020 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: Jack Evenson, 
Terri Collins, Mark Schreck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: Jon Buyck. Also present: City Manager 
Rob Wolfington, County Commissioners Gary Hendrickx, Pete Peterson, Ed Pederson, and Eric 
Rudningen, Kelsey Baker County Administrator, Don Wilcox Assistant City Attorney,  Ashlie Bradley 
SCBHS Human Resources, Sarah Young SCBHS Nurse, Michele Samuelson SCBHS Administrative 
Assistant, Reed Anfinson Monitor News Editor,  Ryan Bjerke Director of Strategies and Partnerships 
CentraCare,  Joe Hellie CentraCare by phone; Tami Koosmann CentraCare by phone, George Eilertson 
Northland Securities, Kim Saterbak Swift County Auditor and Mark Hughes. 
 
 The purpose of the meeting today is to meet with the Swift County Commissioners and the 
Swift County-Benson Health Services (SCBHS) Board to discuss refinancing options and capital funding 
for SCBHS. A copy of the presentation was handed out. Bjerke, Enderson and McGinty-Thompson 
presented on the SCBHS existing debt restructure options and on SCBHS capital commitments.  The 
historical background was presented related to the affiliation not taking place and the challenges 
presented related to debt restructuring.  The roles and responsibilities of the various stakeholders were 
reviewed. Debt restructure options and assessment of each was provided.  The option to refinance all debt 
with only tax-exempt bonds was presented as the preferred option and rationale for this recommendation 
were explained. Impact to the County was assessed by George Eilertson, Northland Securities. Ongoing 
capital commitments were reviewed, and existing sources of funding were identified.   A recommendation 
summary was presented, and the next steps outlined.  The floor was opened for discussion.   

 
 Discussion was held on the options presented and any other options that could be potentially 
researched. The timeline for the next steps was reviewed including a proposed resolution from the 
SCBHS Board to be presented to both the City of Benson and the Swift County Commissioners at their 
respective meetings on March 16 and March 17, 2020.  Approval will be sought from both entities based 
on the resolution the SCBHS Board approves.  
 
 The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda. A pay request from VESSCO, Inc. was added, 
and removal of the Fire Contracts from the agenda. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Olson and 
carried unanimously to approve the amended agenda. 
 
 It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the 
following items on the consent agenda: 
 

• February 18, 2020 City Council Minutes 
   • January 13, 2020 EDA Minutes 

• Meander 2020 Sponsorship in the amount of $200 
• Gambling Permit for Benson Golf Club Foundation Raffle - 5/19/2020 

Electronic Transfers: 
• Payroll:  $105,461.33 – February 13, 2020 
                 $92,636.04 – February 27, 2020 
• Journal:  $7,498,660.63 – December 2019 
      $1,619,114.32 – January 2020 

 
There was no one with unscheduled business. 
 
 It was moved by Olson, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve supporting the 
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Food Shelf in the amount of $300. 
 
 Wolfington recommended approval of a membership in the Great Plains Institute. The 
Bioeconomy Coalition of Minnesota is a program in the Great Plains Institute which aims to position 
Minnesota as a global leader in the bioeconomy with shared strategies. It was moved by Schreck, 
seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve a membership in the Great Plains Institute in 
the amount of $2,500. 
 
 Quotes for bituminous, concrete and tires for the 2020 season were reviewed. It was moved by 
Schreck, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve the bituminous bid from Ferguson 
Asphalt in the amount of $71.00 per ton. 
  
 It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the concrete 
quote from Molden Concrete in the amount of $31,000. 
 
 It was moved by Olson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the tire quote 
from Midwest Machinery in the amount of $7,645.31. 
 
 Councilmember Evenson offered the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF XCEL ENERGY GRANT DOLLARS FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES 

(RESOLUTION 2020-07) 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson, County of Swift, State of Minnesota, received grant 
dollars from Northern State Power (Xcel Energy) as part of the Benson Power LLC biomass plant 
closing, and; 
 
WHEREAS, these grant dollars are limited in use for the purposes of economic development, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that sanitary sewer collection and treatment improvements 
quality as an economic development purpose, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the 2019 Sanitary Sewer WWTP Filter project is an authorized use of grant dollars, and: 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of this project is $600,000. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $152,498.13 as itemized on the attached invoices to be 
transferred from the NSP Grant Fund to the Sewer Fund. 
 

Councilmember Olson seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Olson. NAYS: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared Resolution  
2020-07 duly passed and adopted. 

 
Next was a pay request from VESSCO, Inc. for work in the wastewater plant. It was moved by 

Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the pay request to VESSCO, Inc. in 
the amount of $37,687.00. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Evenson, seconded 
by Schreck and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 7:09 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
.      ______________________________________   
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                     Mayor  
  _______________    
 

City Clerk 


