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DRAFT  
 

MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
CITY HALL 

MARCH 2, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack 
Evenson, Eric Payne, Nancy Maanum, and Cherie Stielow. Members Absent: None. Members 
Telephonically: Dan Enderson. Also present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City Manager Matt Skaret, City 
Attorney Stephen Kowal, CEDA Representative Laura Mitteness, Chief of Police Ian Hodge and Reed 
Anfinson. 

 
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda. Additional quotes for the Highway 9 manhole 

repair were added. It was moved by Maanum and seconded by Stielow to approve the amended agenda. 
The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. 
Therefore the amended agenda was approved. 

 
The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. Enderson said he has asked several times 

for Bolton & Menk to please include the total contract amount, charges and balance on their bills. Skaret 
said he will reach out to them. It was moved by Payne and seconded by Stielow to approve the consent 
agenda and the following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: 
None. The motion carried unanimously: 
 

 ▪ February 17, 2026 City Council Meeting 
 ▪ January 12, 2026 EDA Meeting 

▪ Pay Request  - Ehler’s – Utility Rate Study - $3,640.00 
▪ Pay Request Bolton & Menk – January Water Tower Engineering- $8,835.00 
▪ Electronic Transfers: 

    Payroll: February 19, 2026 - $120,760.03 
  Journal Entries: January 2026 -  $4,646,986.24 

 
The Mayor asked for staff announcements. Hodge said last night there was a structure fire at 201 

– 9th St. S. The Fire Department rescued two individuals trapped in the upper level of the home, and said 
the Fire Department deserves our accolades. The Council commended the Fire and Police Departments on 
saving those residents lives. 

 
There was no one with unscheduled business. 
 
Skaret said the food freezer at the Liquor Store was not cooling. Craig’s said the compressor is 

not working. A used compressor is $4,700.00. A new freezer is $6,571.00 plus shipping. Skaret said in 
lieu of the situation, he authorized the purchase, and is now asking for Council ratification of the 
purchase. There were two quotes from Craig’s, and the one he authorized was the less expensive of the 
two. After discussion it was moved by Stielow, seconded by Maanum to approve ratifying the purchase of  
the True Reach freezer for the liquor store from Craig’s in the amount of $6,571.00 plus freight. The 
following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The 
motion carried. 
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Next Skaret said there is a sanitary sewer manhole on Highway 9 west and 16th St. N. that is 
sinking. We noticed the manhole was sinking a couple weeks ago. There is also another small manhole to 
the east that empties into the sinking manhole and we would like to eliminate this manhole when we 
repair the sinking manhole. This sinking manhole is an old brick structure. Staff met with MnDOT and 
Mike Amborn and realized the repair is too big for staff to handle. We will need to have extra trucks to 
handle sludge emptying into this manhole while we are repairing it. We have three quotes for work. TK 
Kennedy‘s came in at $41,381.00, Crow River’s came in at $41,950.00 and Land Pride Construction’s 
came in at $55,224.00. He said this is an unbudgeted repair and he will look into the possibility of using 
leftover monies from the water tower bond project. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson, and 
seconded by Maanum to approve Crow River for the repairs. The following vote was taken: AYES: 
Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The motion passed approving Crow 
River’s quote in the amount of $41,950.00. 

 
Next was discussion on the house next to the Liquor Store. Skaret said we purchased the house in 

2023 with the thought it would give us more room for an expansion to our Liquor Store down the road. 
We have several options on what to do with the house. 1. We could do nothing and let it sit there 2. We 
could demolish it 3. We could take bids to sell the house to move it off its foundation 4. We could use it 
for fire and police training. Skaret went on to say he has conducted a phase I environmental and said there 
is some asbestos in the house. Enderson said he would like to see us take bids to remove the house and 
Council was in agreement. It was moved by Maanum, and seconded by Stielow to take sealed bids and 
see what we get for the house, then make the final decision. The following vote was taken AYES: Payne, 
Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The motion carried. 

 
Skaret said we are planning to move forward on the McKinney Avenue  project from 19th St. S. to 

21st St. S. on McKinney Avenue and the 12th St. S., project from Pacific to Oakwood Avenue in 2027. 
The estimated cost is $5.1 million. We may qualify for a PFA loan with a 20-30 year payback at 1-2% 
interest. We are still paying on the PFA loan for the water plant. We have to apply to get on the priority 
list. The first deadline is March 6, 2025. Mike Amborn will submit it on our behalf. If we receive it we 
don’t have to accept it. Enderson asked why Ehler’s didn’t mention this when he was here to which it was 
said he did briefly mention it. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson, seconded by Payne to move 
forward on the PFA loan application. The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, Stielow, Evenson, 
Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 
Skaret said after the slide bids were received, Lemmie Jones had bid to paint the outside and 

refinish the inside of the slide. When asked, they said they would charge $32,900 to only paint the inside 
of the slide. Alsaker said at the last meeting the Council voted to accept the bid from Splashtacular in the 
amount of $36,535. After discussion it was moved by Stielow, seconded by Payne to take the low bid 
from Lemmie Jones in the amount of $32,900. The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, Stielow, 
Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The motion carried. 
 
City Manager Report 
▪ We received the EV Charging Station grant for up to $150,000. It will take 3-4 months to get the 
paperwork and work with staff to evaluate costs to the City before we make the final decision whether to 
accept the grant or not. 
▪ We recently interviewed for the payroll/accounting clerk position. We have decided not to hire at this 
time and pause on this position for now. 
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▪ We are currently advertising for the Director of Finance position through David Drown Associates. We 
started advertising last Thursday, and we will advertise until the position is filled. The first look at 
applications will be March 26, 2026. 
▪ There will be an Airport Commission meeting On Monday and a Park Board meeting on Wednesday of 
next week. We had a Planning Commission meeting at noon today and discussed the Habitat for 
Humanity project. CSNelson will be constructing a twin home. We will possibly make the two lots a 
minor subdivision. This public hearing will come before Council on April 20, 2026. 
▪ Recently we had an EDA work session to establish a work plan, We have a Swift County Collaboration 
meeting and on March 16 and there will be a public hearing on the Small Cities Grant we are working on. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion was made by Maanum, 
seconded by Payne to adjourn the Council meeting. The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, 
Stielow, Evenson, Enderson, Maanum. NAYES: None. The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 

        Mayor 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 


