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DRAFT  
 

MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
CITY HALL 

APRIL 20, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack 
Evenson, Eric Payne, Nancy Maanum, Cherie Stielow and Dan Enderson. Members Absent: None. Also 
present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City Manager Matt Skaret, City Attorney Stephen Kowal, CEDA 
Representative Laura Mitteness, Chief of Police Ian Hodge, Kevin TeBeest, Cody & Carter Nelson, Joe 
Tschieda and Jennifer Grussing from the Swift County Assessor’s Office and Reed Anfinson. 

 
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda. A certificate of survey for Habitat Humanity and 

a pay request from Bolton & Menk were added, and a pay request from Marcus Construction was 
removed. It was moved by Maanum and seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the 
amended agenda.  

 
The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. It was moved by Payne, seconded by 

Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

▪ April 6, 2026 City Council Minutes 
▪March 31, 2026 Special City Council Minutes 
▪ March 2, 2026 Planning Commission Minutes 
▪ Pay Request - Pioneerland Library System – 1st Quarter - $28,264.50 
▪ Pay Request - Bolton & Menk – Airport Master Plan - $4,800.00 – Balance - $0 
▪ Electronic Transfers: 
   Payroll: April 2, 2026 -  $131,746.59 

           April 16, 2026 – $111,702.80 
 

The Mayor asked for staff announcements, to which there were none. 
 
The Mayor called for anyone with unscheduled business to which there was no one. 
 
The Mayor opened the Board of Appeals and Equalization at 5:33 p.m. Tschieda reviewed  

Council’s training and said if any Councilmember wants to take the certification, they can do it through 
the Department of Revenue. TeBeest, with the Zniewski Funeral Home approached. He stated he 
purchased the business a year ago from Greg Zniewski and noticed the property value has gone up 
considerably. Tschieda set the assessed value at $371,900. TaBeest said he has five other funeral homes 
and the square foot value is $63 for the Benson location, and other locations are much less. After 
discussion, it was moved by Enderson, seconded by Maanum to reduce the estimated value at the 
Zniewski Funeral Home in Benson to $340,000. The following vote was taken: AYES: Payne, Stielow, 
Enderson, Maanum. NAYS: Evenson. The motion carried.  

 
Tschieda said there is a house at 1010 Ada Avenue with the valuation going from $30,600 in 

2025 to $58,300 in 2026. After visiting the home, he suggested the value be reduced to $52,000. It was 
moved by Enderson, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to change the valuation to $52,000 at 
1010 Ada Avenue.  
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Next was a property at 406 Sanford Road  had a valuation of $350,300, which went to $358,800. 

Tschieda suggested after visiting the property it be valued at $347,000. It was moved by Maanum 
seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to set the valuation at $347,000. 

 
Lastly Tschida a said another residence at 710 – 14th St. S. had a valuation last year of $76,900. 

This year it was valued at $78,800. He suggested the valuation be reduced to $61,700 after an in person 
visit. It was moved by Payne, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to reduce the valuation to 
$61,700. 

 
With no more questions or appeals, it was then moved by Payne, seconded by Stielow and carried 

unanimously to close the Board of Appeals and Equalization at 6:17 p.m. 
 
Kowal approached the Council, presenting a resolution and plat of a Minor Subdivision. He 

explained in order to fit a townhouse onto two lots at the corner of 16th St. N. and Nevada Avenue we 
needed to create a Minor Subdivision, This will allow us to waive design standards and avoid setbacks on 
the residential lots. Cody Nelson will build the townhouse for Habitat for Humanity. He is asking for a 
variance for setbacks on the Minor Subdivision. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
Minor Subdivision at the Public Hearing held at their April 6, 2026 meeting. After further discussion, 
Councilmember Maanum offered the following resolution: 

 
CITY OF BENSON 
SWIFT COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
(RESOLUTION NO. 2026-09) 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING A VARIANCE UNDER § 153.06 AND A WAIVER OF 

MINIMUM STANDARDS UNDER § 153.51 IN CONNECTION WITH THE APPROVAL OF A 
MINOR SUBDIVISION 

 
WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity (“Applicant”) has submitted to the City of Benson a 

certificate of survey for Lots 1 & 2, Block 1, of McKinney’s Third Addition and a portion of the NW¼ of 
the SW¼ and the SW¼ of the NW¼ Section 5, Township 121N, Range 39W, legally described as 
follows: 

 
See attached survey, 
 
(the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed survey constitutes a minor subdivision creating two lots from the 

Property for the purpose of separate ownership of a duplex/twin home structure and related 
improvements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed lot line is located along the proposed common wall of the duplex/twin 

home, and the lots shown on the survey are slightly smaller than the minimum lot size otherwise required 
(approx. 7,000 sq. ft. actual, 10,800 sq. ft. required); and 

 



3 
 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed lots do not meet the front yard, side yard, and/or rear yard setbacks 
required by the City zoning regulations (front: approx. 22 feet anticipated, 40 feet required, rear: approx. 
24 feet anticipated, 30 feet required); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on April 6, 2026, at which no 

opposition for the proposed minor subdivision was raised, and reviewed the Applicant’s request and 
recommends approval to the City Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, under § 153.06, the City Council may grant a variance for a minor subdivision upon 

receiving a report from the Planning Commission where strict compliance with the subdivision 
regulations would cause an exceptional and undue hardship on the enjoyment of a substantial property 
right because of exceptional topography or other physical conditions, or where strict compliance is 
unreasonable, provided the relief may be granted without detriment to the public welfare and without 
impairing the intent and purpose of the regulations; and 

 
WHEREAS, under § 153.50(B), lot dimensions in a subdivision may not be less than the 

minimum dimensions required to secure the minimum lot area specified in the zoning code, and under § 
153.51 the City Council may, on its own motion, waive any minimum standards set forth in that 
subchapter when warranted by the circumstances and consistent with the purpose of the subdivision 
regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that approval of the requested variance and waiver, in 
connection with approval of the proposed minor subdivision survey, will permit an orderly development 
of the Property, regularize the lot arrangement for the duplex/townhome as shown on the survey, and 
promote reasonable development of the Property. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Benson, 

Minnesota, as follows: 
 
1. Findings.  The City Council makes the following findings in support of this Resolution: 

a. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into and made a part of this Resolution. 
b. The Application concerns a minor subdivision creating two lots for a duplex/twin home 

development as shown on the certificate of survey prepared by Bonnema Runke Stern, Inc., dated 
April 8, 2026. 

c. Strict application of the zoning regulations to this minor subdivision would be unreasonable and 
would create an exceptional and undue hardship on the enjoyment of a substantial property right 
because the proposed survey and construction are intended to allow construction of two 
reasonably-sized residential units on the two lots and without approval, there would otherwise be 
two undersized lots that would not be developed. 

d. Strict application of the applicable setback requirements to the lots created by the survey would 
prevent construction of the duplex/twin home structure. 

e. The requested relief is limited in scope to the specific lot configuration, building placement, and 
dimensions shown on the survey. 

f. Granting the requested variance and waiver will not be detrimental to the public welfare, because 
the Property will be used for residential purposes, and the approval will promote an orderly 
division and use of the Property. 

g. Granting the requested variance and waiver will not impair the intent and purpose of Chapter 153, 
because the subdivision will remain subject to all other applicable city ordinances, the survey 
establishes a clear and practical lot arrangement, and the relief is tailored to the circumstances of 
this Property. 

h. A waiver of the minimum lot-size standard is warranted by the circumstances and is consistent 
with the purpose of the subdivision regulations because the proposed lots are only slightly below 
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the otherwise applicable minimum lot area, the lot configuration is driven by the duplex/twin 
home design and common division line, and the resulting lots will remain practical, usable, and 
suitable for their intended residential purpose. 

 
2. Approval of Variance.  The City Council hereby approves a variance under § 153.06 in connection 

with the survey for Lots 1 & 2, Block 1, of McKinney’s Third Addition and a portion of the NW¼ of 
the SW¼ and the SW¼ of the NW¼ Section 5, Township 121N, Range 39W, to allow the lot 
configuration and building placement shown on said survey, including approval of the reduced 
setbacks for the front, rear and side yard requirements contained in § 154.059. 
 

3. Approval of Waiver of Minimum Standards.  Pursuant to § 153.51, the City Council hereby 
waives the minimum standard otherwise applied through § 153.50(B) as necessary to permit the lot 
sizes shown on the attached survey.  
 

4. Conditions of Approval.  This approval is subject to the following conditions: 
a. The certificate of survey shall be substantially in the form presented to the City Council and dated 

April 8, 2026, except for any revisions approved by the City Administrator, or City Attorney that 
do not materially alter the approved layout. 

b. Any utility easements, drainage and utility easements, cross-access easements, party-wall 
agreements, maintenance agreements, or other documents necessary to support the lot 
configuration and continued lawful use of the duplex/twin home shall be shown on the survey or 
recorded separately, as determined necessary by the City. 

c. This Resolution approves only the specific variance and waiver described herein and shall not be 
construed as approval of any other deviation from the City Code. 

d. Except as expressly modified by this Resolution, the Property and survey shall comply with all 
other applicable provisions of the City Code and all other applicable law. 

e. The survey shall be recorded with the deed(s) creating the new lots, in accordance with law. 
 

 Councilmember Payne seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2026-09 duly passed and adopted.  

 
Next Kowal and Hodge approached the Council in reference to a dangerous dog designation. In 

accordance to the City Ordinance §90.13 (D). Kowal said the animal control officer, which is Hodge, 
declares if a dog is dangerous, which has been done in this case. Council has two options; to order the dog 
destroyed, or to impose as many of the following conditions as they see fit: Register the dog as dangerous, 
build a secure enclosure, muzzling, warning symbols at the residence, bond/insurance, registration fee, 
tags, microchip, photograph the dog, annual renewal of the designation, notice to the landlord and 
sterilization. Hodge said the dog attacked an individual, unprovoked on public property, with the bite 
removing flesh from the victim. The dog was on a leash.  After discussion, it was moved by Payne, 
seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to order the dog destroyed. Kowal said the owner has up 
to 10 days to appeal the decision to an impartial hearing officer after receiving notice of the Council’s 
decision. 

 
Mitteness approached the Council to say we have received two grants in the amount of $10,000 

from the Sonsteng Foundation and the Benson Area Community Foundation for the Benson Lights the 
Spark – Kickoff to the 250 Years of Freedom Celebration. She said today she is presenting two options 
for fireworks. The first is Premier Pyrotechnics from Chokio. They have 25 years of experience, are 
licensed and insured, and will provide a 15 minute show for $8,000.  They said they can adjust the cost 
down to $7,500. The second company is J & M Display. They can give us a 10 minute show for $7,500. 
They have early booking and payment discounts, and are insured. Mitteness recommended Premier 
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Pyrotechnics. After discussion, it was moved by Payne, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to 
approve the quote from Premier Pyrotechnics as presented. 

 
Reuss approached to present three options for the new SCADA system upgrade in power plant. 

The SCADA system runs the plant. We have worked with our electrical engineer Stuart Anderson with  
DGR for a couple years on this and we now have three options to choose from. Reuss said he also brought 
our IT contractor Rob Lee in for his analysis. Reuss discussed the three options with Council. The first 
option comes at an estimated cost of $223,000, $140,000 of this is engineering. Option 2 also comes at an 
estimated cost of $223,000, with engineering being $139,000 of the cost with a slightly different system. 
Option 3 comes in at an estimated cost of $220,000, with engineering at $136,000. Each option comes 
with construction items, labor, materials, SCADA software and licenses and SCADA hardware. Reuss 
and Lee recommend approval of Option 3. After discussion, it was moved by Payne, seconded by 
Enderson and carried unanimously to approve the SCADA estimate 3 for up to $225,000.00. 

 
 Reuss presented a Capital Authorization Request for a new street department pickup. He said the 

street department has a 2007 Chevy we inherited from Fibrominn. The frame is rusted out and needs to be 
replaced. He presented a quote from Karl Automotive Group in Iowa, delivered to us at a State bid cost of 
$47,014.43. It was moved by Payne, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the 
purchase of a 2026 Chevy pickup from Karl Automotive Group in the amount of $47,014.43. 

 
Next was a request to purchase wire for this year’s overhead to underground project (OHUG). 

Reuss presented a quote from Stuart C Irby in the amount of $65,781.56, and meter sockets in the amount 
of $5,844.00. After discussion it was moved by Stielow, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to 
approve the quote for wire in the amount of $65,781.56, and the quote for meter sockets in the amount of 
$5,844.00. 

 
 Reuss said we have several trees growing up under our transmission line that need to be taken 

down. The trees are large and working near the transmission line is dangerous. He said we would like to 
hire Carr’s Tree Service, who has the equipment and large power line experience to take down the trees. 
He presented an estimate from Carr’s. It was moved by Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried 
unanimously to contract with Carr’s Tree service  to trim and remove necessary trees in the estimated 
amount of $7,000. 

 
Councilmember Enderson offered the following resolution: 
 

CITY OF BENSON 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS  

(RESOLUTION NO. 2026-10) 
 
 WHEREAS, The City of Benson is generally authorized to accept gifts and bequests pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 and Minnesota Statutes Section 471.17 for the benefit of its citizens; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following persons and entities have offered to contribute the cash amounts set 
forth below to the city: 
 
  Carol Naig – Fire Department - $300.00 
  Shepard of the Hills Lutheran Church – Fire Department - $50.00 
  Edward Jones– Fire Department - $1,000.00 
  Patrons – Fire Department Santa Breakfast - $520.00 

Patrons – Fire Department – Fish Fry February 20, 2026 - $4,881.00 



6 
 

 

Patrons – Fire Department – Fish Fry March 6, 2026 - $2,256.00 
Patrons – Fire Department – Fish Fry  March 20, 2026 - $4,261.00 
Patrons – Police Department – DARE Program - $7.10 

    
 WHEREAS, all such donations have been contributed to assist the various city departments and 
programs as allowed by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, 
MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The donations described above are accepted and shall be used to benefit the departments 
listed above, as allowed by law. 
 

Councilmember Maanum seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Maanum, Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Enderson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2026-10 duly passed and adopted.  

 
A motion was made by Maanum, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the Arbor 

Day Proclamation for April 24, 2026, and to declare May 2026 Arbor Month. 
 
Alsaker approached to say the Benson Area Wellness Auxiliary, formerly the Swift County-Benson 

Hospital Auxiliary contacted her stating they would like to donate a defibrillator to the City and asked if 
we would have a need. Alsaker said the Community Center would be a good fit for the donation. They 
also said they would like to donate a defibrillator to the Children’s Museum. Alsaker presented a list of 
defibrillators located in City buildings and vehicles. She asked for Council approval to work with the 
Benson Area Wellness Auxiliary in obtaining a defibrillator for the Community Center. It was then 
moved by Payne, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve Alsaker working with the 
Benson Area Wellness Auxiliary as presented. 

 
It was moved by Enderson, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the bills and 

warrants in the amount of $389,468.83. 
 
City Manager’s Report: 
▪ The re-gelling of the slide at the swimming pool is complete, and USAquatics will inspect the work 

before approval of the final payment. 
▪ The water tower rehab project will begin in early May. There was a recent preconstruction meeting. 

They will move equipment in on May 4, 2026 and start work on May 11, 2026. After much discussion, 
staff met and agreed to insert a flyer into the utility bills on May 1 outlining a request for water 
restrictions from residents during the project. We will be keeping the public informed through our 
Facebook account, the GoGov app, Website and Monitor Newspaper. 

▪ He and Alsaker had a meeting with WAPA today. We purchase our power from WAPA. Currently 
Montana and Wyoming have severe drought conditions. What this means is WAPA may have to purchase 
power on the open market which we could see a change in the drought adder on our electric supply bill in 
the future. 

▪ The EDA had a discussion on the EV charging station. Staff met with the line crew on feasibility of 
the project. The City will have to pay a minimum of $30,000 toward the project, with a transformer cost 
of $60,000, and a year lead time on it. We need a location near 3 phase power, so our original location 
may change if we move forward with the project. 
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▪ The Mayor and Clavin are attending the League of Minnesota Cities conference in Rochester in 
June. 

▪ The personnel committee reviewed 10-11 applications for the Director of Finance position. We will 
be interviewing three applicants on May 11. 

▪ The City will need to make our website ADA compliant. The original deadline was April of 2027. 
The Department of Justice has extended this deadline to April of 2028. 

▪ A Prom mock crash was successfully executed today. Police, Fire, Centracare Ambulance, LifeLink, 
Swift County Sheriff and the State Patrol all participated. 

 
It was moved by Payne and seconded by Stielow to approve the pay request from Bolton and Menk 

for engineering on the Water tower rehab in the amount of $5,676.00. The following vote was taken: 
AYES: Payne, Stielow, Evenson, Maanum. NAYS: Enderson. Enderson said he has asked repeatedly for  
progress payment information to be listed on these invoices and has not seen it and will continue to vote 
no on these pay requests until he sees this on future invoices. The motion carried.  
 

There being no further business to come before the Council it was moved by Payne, seconded by 
Maanum and carried unanimously to adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 

        Mayor 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 


