MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
BENSON COMMUNITY CENTER
MAY 4, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack
Evenson, Eric Payne, Nancy Maanum, Cherie Stielow and Dan Enderson. Members Absent: None. Also
present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City Manager Matt Skaret, Police Chief lan Hodge, CEDA
Representatives Maddie Clavin and Laura Mitteness, Rob Wolfington, Daniel Hermes, Victoria Hermes,
Elizabeth Hermes, Sarah Hermes, Rod Gronseth, Marge Gronseth, Angela Thompson, Nathan Motzko,
Kristiana Motzko, Julie Motzko, Eric Tolifson, Rob Lee, Mark Plumhoff, Adam Golden, Tom Foley,
Abelardo Nicholas Peralta, Daniel Hermes, Ryan Buddy, Daniel Lee, Kaleb Schwendemann, Paul W.
Larson, Jordon L. Bartz, Megan Torkelson, Janie, Reuss, Angie Tolifson, Matthew Mattheisen, Braeden
Mattheisen, Jacob Huston, David Tolfison and Reed Anfinson.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda. A pay request from Eide-Bailey was added. It
was moved by Maanum and seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the amended agenda.

The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. It was moved by Payne, seconded by
Enderson and carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda as follows:

= April 20, 2026 City Council Minutes

= March 16, 2026 EDA Minutes

= Pay Request — Tyler Technologies Annual Software Renewals - $58,201.00
= Gambling Application from the Benson Lions Club - October 1, 2026

= Electronic Transfers: Payroll: April 30, 2026 - $100,323.50

The Mayor asked for staff announcements. Councilmember Payne announced it is International
Fire Fighter Day today.

The Mayor called for anyone with unscheduled business to which there was no one.

The Mayor said on March 1, 2026 at 10:02 p.m., Megan Torkelson came home and noticed her
neighbor’s house was on fire. She called 911 and attempted to wake them by pounding on the door.
Officer Marrs arrived and together they attempted to rescue the two occupants by brining a ladder to the
upstairs bedroom window. Benson Fire Department arrived on scene in a matter of minutes, and rescued
the couple out of the window. The Mayor then honored the Fire and Police Departments and Ms.
Torkelson as life-saving heroes. He presented them each with a Challenge Coin to commemorate the
event in thanks.

Next Allie Bouta and Katie Saterbak from the MiniSota Museum approached the Council. They
are asking to close Nevada Avenue between 13" & 14" Streets North. They are holding a petting zoo
during the Music in the Park Series on May 28, 2026. It will be run the same as last year and are asking
for closure from 5-7:30 p.m. After discussion, it was moved by Maanum, seconded by Stielow and
carried unanimously to approve the street closure as presented.



Skaret presented an FAA Transfer of Entitlements from our airport to the Morris airport. He said
we have done this before. We are eligible for entitlement for airport projects each year. We have an
allotted time to use the funds. If we don’t use them we lose them. By transferring entitlements to another
town the funds get used. At a later date when our airport is in need of those funds, we will get them back.
The Council asked about the numbers in the agreement, to which Skaret said he wasn’t able to answer,
and said he would find out the exact amount of the entitlement, and bring the request back to the City
Council at the next meeting.

Next was a request from Line Superintendent John Goulet to sell used transformersto T & R
Electric. His memo stated these are used transformers we have removed from poles in our continuing over
head to underground electric line project, which are no longer of any use to us and have been taken out of
service. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to
approve the sale of the old electric transformers to T & R Electric in the amount of $2,951.00 as
presented.

Next Reuss approached the Council with a maintenance contract with Ziegler Cat for our power
plant generators. The contract will be for annual maintenance on the generators for the period beginning
on June 1, 2026 and ending on May 31, 2029. The annual fee for them coming out twice a year to conduct
routine maintenance is $47,952.27. After further discussion, it was moved by Payne, seconded by Stielow
and carried unanimously to approve the contract as presented.

Skaret presented a grant agreement from the Southwest Initiative Foundation for the $5,000 grant
we received from the Benson Area Community Foundation for the 250" Celebration. It was moved by
Stielow, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the grant agreement as presented.

Reuss presented a recommendation of artificial turf for the front lawn and south side of the
Community Center. He said we don’t have any outside water source to water grass, and feels this will be
a good alternative. He had a quote from Home Depot of $6,200.00. He said he got an estimate for
concrete for the same area which came back at a cost of $33,000. There was discussion on possible picnic
tables on the front lawn which will be revisited in the future. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson,
seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of artificial turf in the amount of
$6,200.00.

Skaret said when Thein Well was doing their annual maintenance on City well #33, it was
discovered we needed a new pump motor. He reminded Council he sent out correspondence of the
expense saying it was easier to approve the repair while they were there. He brought their bill in order to
ratify the purchase. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried
unanimously to approve the Thein Well repairs on well #33 in the amount of $8,952.30.

It was moved by Payne, seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to approve a pay request
from Eide Baily for April 2026 accounting services in the amount of $11,525.50.

City Manager Report:

» The Parks Department had a lawn mower fire. The League of MN Cities insurance adjuster came out.
We will receive a check in the full amount of a replacement. We have a rental mower and we are able to
keep mowing.

* The slide refinishing has been complete. Tom with USAquatics found a couple minor touch-ups, and the

contractor finished those touch-ups last weekend.
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= The water tower contractor will start the rehabilitation on May 11. We will be drawing down the water
tower later this week. We will be advertising in the Monitor News, on social media and a flyer has been
inserted in the utility bills with information asking for water conservation during the rehab process.

* The recent dangerous dog complaint has been resolved by the owner humanely euthanizing the dog.

= At the Planning Commission today, there was a conditional use permit application for a cannabis retail
shop at 104 — 9™ Street North. This will come before City Council for final review at the next Council
meeting.

* There will be pay applications from Marcus Construction for the Community Center and from Bolton &
Menk for the floodwall at the next Council Meeting.

= We received the grant for $75,000 from the Agency for Outstate Aging for the Community
Center/Emergency Shelter. This is to help defray expenses and we have up to three years to spend the
grant.

* Thursday Skaret, Clavin and the Mayor along with Rob Wolfington will be attending the MRES Annual
meeting in Sioux Falls, SD.

= Staff will be interviewing for the position of Finance Director on May 11, 2026. We will be
interviewing 3 candidates. Liza with David Drown Associates will facility the interview process on site.

There being no further business to come before the Council it was moved by Payne, seconded by
Enderson and carried unanimously to adjourned at 6:21 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk



