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DRAFT  
 

MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
CITY HALL 
JUNE 1, 2026 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack 

Evenson, Eric Payne, Cherie Stielow, Dan Enderson, Nancy Maanum. Members Absent: None. Also 
present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City Manager Matt Skaret, Police Chief Ian Hodge, CEDA 
Representative Laura Mitteness, Becky Lysen, LeAnn Danielson, Stephen Kowal and Reed Anfinson. 

 
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda to which there was none. It was moved by 

Maanum, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the agenda.  
 
The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. It was moved by Payne, seconded by 

Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

▪ May 18, 2026 City Council Minutes 
  ▪ Charter Communications Price Changes 
▪ Pay Request - Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc.-Pickleball Courts-$2,355-Balance 
$4,945.00 
▪ Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc. – 2025 Street & Utility Improvements-$4,485.00-Bal - 
$6,590.00 
▪ Electronic Transfers:  

 Payroll: May 28, 2026 - $115,084.69 
 

The Mayor asked for staff announcements. Alsaker Announced the Swimming Pool opened today. 
 
The Mayor called for anyone with unscheduled business to which there was no one. 
 

 Danielson approached the Council with requests for Kid Day. First was a request to apply for a 
grant from the Sonstang Foundation. It was moved by Maanum, seconded by Stielow and carried 
unanimously to approve applying for a $10,000 grant from the Sonstang Foundation for Kid Day 
expenses. 
 
 Next was a request to hold a teen dance and games at the Benson Community Center, and asking 
for the City to waive the rental fee for the event. The plan would be to have the dance in the Community 
Center, then use the north half of the parking lot to have games outside. This would happen on Saturday, 
July 18th. The event would end at 11:30 p.m., and Danielson asked Council to allow the Committee to 
keep the parking lot blocked off until 2:00 a.m. or until everything is properly cleaned up. It was noted if 
a teen leaves the premises they are not allowed back on, and the committee will be monitoring the event. 
Hodge said he would work with the Committee members in coordinating fencing off the parking lot, and 
discuss access. After further discussion, it was moved by Payne, seconded by Stielow and carried 
unanimously to allow closing the parking lot from noon on July 18, 2026 until 2:00 am, or until the event 
is cleaned up. It was moved by Enderson, seconded by Payne and carried unanimously to approve 
waiving the rental fee for the Kid Day Teen dance in the Community Center on July 18, 2026. 
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There was discussion on moving the free swim at the pool from Saturday until Sunday, as there 
are so many activities on Saturday. Council agreed to have pool and staff look into the change and bring it 
back to the next Council meeting. 
 
 Next Danielson asked if Council would approve a food truck to park in the railroad park on July 
18 from 2-6 p.m. There was discussion on a different location. It was moved by Enderson, seconded by 
Payne and carried unanimously to approve the Fruity Bowls food truck to park in the Railroad Park as 
discussed. Staff will look into City liability on this. 
 
 The final request from Kid Day is to close Idaho Avenue Friday, July 17 at 6:00 p.m. to allow the 
Kid Day Committee and the food vendors to start setting up for the event the next morning. She also 
asked to close Nevada Ave. From 6:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. July 18 for the petting zoo and kiddie train. It was 
moved by Maanum, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to allow closing Nevada and Idaho 
Avenues from 13th St. North to 14th Street North as requested. 
 
 Next Mitteness approached to discuss the Benson Lights the Sparks 250th Celebration. She is 
asking to close Nevada & Idaho Avenues for the event from noon until 10:00 p.m. It was noted since it is 
a Thursday, it would be difficult to access the post office. There was discussion on how to direct traffic. 
Hodge said he will work that out with the Post Office. After discussion, it was moved by Enderson, 
seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to grant the street closure as presented. 
 
 Skaret said what is left for the pickleball Court its painting and fencing. Mike Amborn with 
Rodeberg and Berryman went out for bids from four companies on the finishing details. We received one 
quote from ATE Recreation in the amount of $32,563.46. Skaret said we received an $80,000 grant from 
Lake Central Bank, and will have some money left over. Stielow suggested we consider using the extra 
money for benches. It was then moved by Maanum, seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to 
approve the bid from ATE Recreation in the amount of $32,563.46. 
 
 Reuss approached to say we need to replace the garage door in the wastewater garage where the 
vac tuck is housed. The hose has caught on the door and has hit the frame. He said he was going to get 
quotes from American Door Works and Mid-Central Door, but the two businesses have merged. He 
presented a quote for replacement also to include cement apron work into the garage. He said the door 
quote is for $11,009.00, and the concrete cost is $3,260.00, for a total of $14,269.00. After further 
discussion, it was moved by Payne, seconded by Enderson and carried unanimously to approve the quotes 
as presented. 
 
City Manager’s Report: 
 ▪ The Pool opened today. 

▪ The water tower is coming along nicely with contractors working 7 days a week. Substantial 
completion is July 30, 2026. 
▪ Paving has been complete at the Community Center parking lot and 18th Street North. Cottage 
Square will get the second lift later this summer when all construction is complete. 
▪ We hired Noah Thorson as our payroll/accounting clerk. He will start June 15, 2026. 
▪ We are looking for a part-time liquor store employee. 
▪ The State of MN is applying for a grant through the Federal DOT to replace outdated signal 
crossing systems. Our crossing on 14th St. S is one of eight crossings being looked at for updating. 
The railroad is asking for a letter of support. There are no matching funds or closing of crossings 
involved. 
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▪ We have our Active Transportation Grant meeting tomorrow. 
▪ The Planning Commission is recommending approval of a second garage construction at 314 – 
10th St. N. This will come to Council for final review at the next Council meeting. 
▪ With the legislative wrap up, they approved an infrastructure bonding bill. 
▪ A reminder the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities has a free dinner in Alexandria on June 
10, 2026 from 5-7 p.m. 
▪ With our small claims court case, the Judge ruled in our favor on the pothole issue. 
▪ The auditors were here May 19-21. Eide Bailey and CDS are still working on it. 
▪ Skaret said he will be gone June 4-8.  

 
There being no further business to come before the Council it was moved by Payne, seconded by 

Maanum and carried unanimously to adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 

        Mayor 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 


