MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY HALL
JULY 6, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack
Evenson, Eric Payne, Cherie Stielow, Dan Enderson, Nancy Maanum. Members Absent: None. Also
present: City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City Manager Matt Skaret, Police Chief lan Hodge, Public Works
Director Jeff Reuss, City Attorney Stephen Kowal, Melissa Thompson, State Representative Paul
Anderson and Reed Anfinson. Telephonically: CEDA Representative Jordan Grossman.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor presented additions to the agenda as follows: Ranch Rodeo Request and Friends of
the NOA Gambling Permit date change. It was moved by Maanum, seconded by Payne and carried
unanimously to approve the amended agenda.

The Mayor called for approval of the consent agenda. It was moved by Stielow, seconded by
Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda as follows:

= June 15, 2026 City Council Minutes

= June 1, 2026 Planning Commission Minutes

= May 18, 2026 EDA Minutes

= Pioneerland Library System Executive Director Laurie Ortega Retirement

= Pioneerland Library System 2027 Budget Request - $116,450.00

* Prairie Five Community Action Council 2027 Budget Increase to $13,000.00
* MN State Demographic Center 2026 Population Estimate

* WAPA Drought Adder for 2027 - $0

« 115kV Transmission Line Project Survey Work to Begin

* Big Stone to Alexandria 345 kV Transmission Line Route Permit Approval

» Prairie Five Community Action Council Pay Request 2" Half 2026 Funding $3,500
« Pioneerland Library System 2" Quarter 2026 Funding Request - $28,264.50
= Electronic Transfers: Payroll: June 25, 2026 - $135,455.27

The Mayor asked for staff announcements. The Mayor thanked Laura Mitteness for a job well
done for the 250" Celebration.

The Mayor called for anyone with unscheduled business to which there was no one.

Representative Paul Anderson approached the Council and gave a recap of the Minnesota
legislative session. There was no omnibus bill, but a lot of little bills. No farm bill was passed because of
the proposed ban on paraquat. This is not a budget year, but is a policy year. He discussed a bonding bill
for $1.2 Billion for roads, asset preservation and the Public Finance Authority will have bonding money
for water and sewer projects cities can apply for, so if we are even thinking about one of these projects,
we should get on their list for funding. A new taconite mine is opening up in northern Minnesota for the
first time in many years. Some possible changes to hemp/cannabis licensing. There will be a question on
the November ballot on a possible amendment to school funding. It would change how the trust fund is
distributed to every public school. There are now grants for improving school safety. Nuclear power will
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be studied. We need to find an alternative power source to replace the carbon free goal of 2040. Gas
stations can apply to the petro-fund if they have a single vault tank. It will bae paid for by the 2 cent per
gallon diesel fuel tax. HCMC could see a $205 million funding from the state but they must take
operational advice from outside advisors rather than the local County Commissioners. The biggest bill is
for the inspector general to combat fraud, which must be approved by a 3/5 vote of the senate. The
Council thanked Anderson for coming to the meeting.

Skaret approached the Council. The Benson Golf Club requested a pay request for two bills. One
from Abner Sales for parts to build a sprayer in the amount of $3,847.50, and a bill from Reinders for a
sod cutter in the amount of $6,436.85. It was noted the original Abner Sales bill was for $3,600 and the
difference is sales tax. In the original request at the February 2, 2026 Council meeting did not include the
sod cutter. The Council approved a budget request in the amount of $43,467.90 for tree work, a fertilizer
spreader, utility cart and parts for a sprayer. They have a balance of $13,876 for tree work and the sprayer
parts. The Council penciled in a transfer to the Golf Club for an amount up to $60,000 in the budget, but
the Golf Club did not request that amount for expenses for 2026. It was agreed that in the future, the Golf
Club needs to present their requests before ordering unapproved equipment for payment. It was moved by
Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the Abner Sales bill in the amount
of $3,847.50, and did not give approval for the sod cutter.

It was moved by Enderson and seconded by Payne to approve the Prairie Waters annual
membership in the amount of $6,000 to be paid out of the tourism funds. The following vote was taken:
AYES: Payne, Evenson, Enderson Maanum. NAYES: None. ABSTAIN: Stielow. The motion carried.

Reuss approached the Council with a pay request from Walker Process Equipment for a gear
motor drive for the wastewater clarifier. He said this motor is in the wastewater, and operates the arm in
the clarifier. He said the last time this was replaced was 20 years ago. It was moved by Enderson,
seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the pay request from Walker Process
Equipment in the amount of $5,456.14.

Alsaker approached to ask Council to approve a list of election judges for the 2026 election
season. It was moved by Payne, seconded by Stielow and carried unanimously to approve the following
election judges for the upcoming primary and general elections:

Marti Benson Sue Fitz

Dixie Golden Sharon Hagen
LoAnn Hagen Donna Tatge
Mark Frank Mary Langan
Diane Trew John Wigfield
Val Alsaker Bob Rooney
Lisa Kent Toni Lindstrom
Karen Wolfington Noah Thorson
Sandy Bernardy Bruce Bernardy

Sandy Hill

Skaret said in 2020 the Council acquired 120 acres bordering the south east part of town in
anticipation of making it the next industrial park. It is outside the City limits and currently we have one
serious inquiry that would like to lease the land for 3-5 years. This would bring economic benefits to the
community and surrounding area. We could proceed with an orderly annexation with the neighboring
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township. He asked the Council if they would like to begin the process. If we did not annex the land into
the City limits, they would need a conditional use permit from Swift County. There was discussion on the
annexation process and questions on what utilities they would need. Grossman said there is the strong
potential for interest to have infrastructure on the land. It was noted when we annex the land we will have
to assign a zone to it. After further discussion, it was moved by Enderson, seconded by Stielow and
carried unanimously to move forward with orderly annexation of the property.

Thompson representing the Ranch Rodeo approached the Council. She said they will be holding a
Kid Day Rodeo as they always do, and are asking for permission to allow spectators to bring their own
alcohol onto the City property for the event. It was moved by Maanum, seconded by Payne and carried
unanimously to approve the consumption of alcohol on the Rodeo Park premises.

Swift County Friends of the NRA had an approved gambling permit, but found there was a
conflict with the date. They are asking to move it back a month. It was moved by Payne, seconded by
Stielow and carried unanimously to approve moving the Friends of the NRA gambling permit to October
17, 2026.

City Manager’s Report:

* The water tower project is coming along nicely and we are anticipating we will start filling it next week.
» We have interviewed a candidate for the Director of Finance position, and are currently conducting a
back ground check.

* With the Quadrogen project we have a draft of a Real Estate Option extended to them for the land at the
old Fibrominn project. We are working with Kennedy and Graven as our attorneys on this project.

» We will be bringing the MRES S-1 agreement extension to the next meeting for Council review.

» We will be bringing an amendment to the tobacco ordinance to the next Council meeting.

» We had our Active Transportation Grant Summit walking and biking audits

» We have a park board meeting July 8 and a Charter Commission meeting on July 14.

* The water department conducted their regular household water tests. The Department of Health lowered
their acceptable lead levels allowed in a public drinking water system. Some of the tests on individual
houses exceeded the new levels. We are required to notify the public and increase our test samples.

* A big thank you to Laura Mitteness, and all the volunteers who made the 250" Celebration a big
success.

There being no further business to come before the Council it was moved by Payne, seconded by
Maanum and carried unanimously to adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk



