&
Q@ MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

CITY HALL
SEPTEMBER 5, 2023

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Evenson. Members present: Jack
Evenson, Chris Carruth, Dan Enderson, Mark Schreck, Nancy Maanum. Members Absent: None. Also
present: Director of Finance Lisa Kent, City Clerk Valerie Alsaker, City Manager Kyle Harris, Police
Chief lan Hodge, CEDA Representative Hillary Tweed, Assistant City Attorney Stephan Kowal, Public
Works Director Dan Gens, Jim Cromberg with WSB, Cherie Stielow, Bob Simonson and Reed Anfinson.
Telephonically: Liz Wefel from the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor asked for any additions to the agenda. Budget discussion was added. It was moved by
Schreck, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the amended agenda.

It was moved by Carruth, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the
following items on the consent agenda:

= August 21, 2023 City Council Minutes
= July 17, 20323 EDA Meeting
= July 25, 2023 Park Board Meeting
* Charter Communication’s Franchise Fee Payment
* Pioneerland Library System 3™ Quarter Pay Request Correction - $24,650.75
-$27.650.75
= Electronic Transfers:
Payroll: August 24, 2023 - $115,993.56

Mayor Evenson asked for anyone with unscheduled business, to which there was no one.

Wefel gave a presentation on the Coalition’s work on LGA increases and the 2023 State
Legislative priorities to include bonding, infrastructure packages, environmental protections for greater
Minnesota, lead pipe initiative and looking ahead to the 2024 legislative session. The Council thanked
Wefel for her presentation.

Chief Hodge came forward with a request from the Farmer’s Market group to have exclusive use
of the parking lot on the south side of the 1200 Block of Atlantic Avenue. Currently they use a portion of
this lot and wish to use the entire lot on the Farmer’s Market days which is on Thursday afternoon for the
summer and into early fall. After discussion, it was moved by Schreck, seconded by Carruth and carried
unanimously to approve the request sidewalk to railroad track at the parking lot aforementioned during
Farmer’s Market days 3-6 p.m.

Next Harris discussed the tax forfeiture parcel 23-1447-075. This parcel is along East Pacific
Avenue, also known as Gusty’s Road. This parcel was originally included in on a home that was
foreclosed on, and only the home parcel was foreclosed on. The county got this back from the State of
Minnesota. If this parcel is purchased by another party, they cannot close Gusty’s road, as it is a right-of-
way. If we do not act, this land will hang in limbo. Cost to the City for this parcel of land is $250 to the
State of Minnesota, plus recording fees. After discussion, it was moved by Carruth, seconded by Schreck
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and carried unanimously to approve moving forward with the conditional use deed process to own this
parcel of land.

Tweed approached with a proposal to the Council to consider a City In-fill Lot Sale Program. She
said the EDA has been discussing how to develop housing in Benson. Joe Maffit with CEDA has
researched incentives for selling City owned in-fill lots. The City owns 5 lots; four located in a R-1
zoning district and one lot in a R-2 Zoning District. The proposal is to sell these lots for $5,000 with the
purpose of building a house on. This will allow these lots to be placed back on the tax rolls, and help
alleviate City maintenance. Along with the purchase price of $5,000, the new land owner must pull a
building permit within one year. If they do not, the City will only refund 20% of the purchase price. This
will give an incentive to build a home on the lot. She went on to say both Planning Commission and EDA
recommends to the City Council to move forward with the program. After discussion, it was moved by
Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to move forward with the housing in-fill
program as presented.

Tweed said Bob Simonson presented an application for the Swift County Demolition program.
He has already demolished the building on Atlantic Avenue, as the business agreeing to do the demolition
was passing through town and said it had to be done that day. Simonson presented pictures and quotes for
the project. This building was considered commercial. The program states he is responsible for 50% of
the actual cost, with Swift County and the City reimbursing the other half. After discussion, it was moved
by Schreck, seconded by Carruth and carried unanimously to approve payment to Bob Simonson in the
amount of $2,378.64 under the demolition program.

Gens approached the Council with a quote for a V-plow for the one-ton truck to plow alleys. The
V-plow last year broke down. He stated he will get some trade-in on it, but isn’t sure exactly how much
he will get. He said this purchase of equipment is off the state bid. After discussion, it was moved by
Enderson, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to approve the quote for a V-plow in the
amount not to exceed $9,933.00.

Hodge approached the Council. In September of 2022, the Council passed a resolution
designating the use of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds toward the purchase of a new fire
truck and emergency radios. He presented quotes for new radios for the Police and Fire departments. He
said the current radios the officers carry are old and we cannot get parts for them anymore. He said the
quote includes a new radio for the new fire truck as well. Also included in the quote are two new
emergency sirens which are in need of replacement. The total quote for the radios and sirens is
$131,281.23. These items are on the state bid. Two new poles and batteries for the sirens will be
purchased with the balance of the ARPA funds which is $4,102.62. After discussion, it was moved by
Carruth, seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to purchase the sirens and radios from West
Central Communications in the amount of $100,826.23, and the emergency sirens from Federal Signal
Corporation in the amount of $30,455.00.

Next Harris presented information for budget discussions. He said he spoke to each City Council
member and gave an overview of the proposed levee which will need to be set at the next City Council
meeting. The final levee will be set the last meeting of this year. The preliminary budget was discussed.
Enderson asked if Harris is proposing a 10.5% increase in the levee to which he said yes. Enderson asked
for a better understanding of the capital outlay and fund balances before moving forward with setting the
maximum levee.

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion was made by Carruth
seconded by Maanum and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 6:35 p.m.



Mayor

City Clerk



BENSON CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
SEPTEMBER 5, 2023

Members Present: Chris Carruth, Mark Schreck, Jack Evenson, Dan Enderson, Nancy Maanum
Members Absent: None

Also Present: Reed Anfinson and Jim Cromberg with WSB Engineering

Mayor Evenson stated the purpose of this work session today is to discuss the south industrial park study.

Cromberg introduced himself. He discussed the possibility of grant funds for the south industrial park
development He said there are funds from the Business Development Public Infrastructure (BDPI) which
we could apply for to help in constructing an industrial park. The cap is $2 million over 2 years, with a

50% match.

Cromberg provided several community examples of economic development.

There was discussion on how far out the Xcel dollars are invested. Cromberg said that is where the BDPI
monies could help float the City until the investments come due.



PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
JULY 10, 2023
CITY HALL
NOON

Members Present: Dan Enderson, Sue Fitz, Jack Evenson, William Johnson, Matt Mattheisen, Eric
Carlson and Mike Nicholas.

Members Absent: None.

Also Present: City Manager Kyle Harris, CEDA Representatives Hillary Tweed, City Attorney Don
Wilcox, Stephen Kowal and Nick Olson.

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m.

It was moved by Fitz, seconded by Nicholas and carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the
March 13, 2023 Planning Commission meeting.

Conditional Use Permit — 1735 Denfeld Drive

Chairman Evenson opened the Public Hearing at 12:01. The public hearing today is to take testimony for
or against the approval of a Conditional Use Permit for 1735 Denfeld Drive for a detached garage larger
than allowed. Harris stated there were no comments from the neighbors or public for or against the
garage. 1,000 Square feet is all that is allowed for a detached garage. Olson is asking for a garage that is
1,176 square feet. After discussion the Chairman closed the public hearing at 12:05 p.m. It was then
moved by Fitz, seconded by Nicholas and carried unanimously to recommend approval of the conditional
use permit to the City Council.

Townhouse Sewer & Water Hook-Ups

Harris said according to City ordinance 52.32 every building in the City shall have a sewer and water
connection, with the exception of a building standing at the rear of another interior lot, and no connection
is available. Harris presented Ordinance 154.002 defining what a building is. Harris said the definition of
a building only applies to this ordinance number. He went on to say a number of duplexes have been built
with each side sharing the sewer and water lines. He is looking for direction from the Planning
Commission on how to address this issue, as he feels townhouses should each have their own separate
sewer and water connection. Enderson said he doesn’t feel we can remedy the past but if someone goes
into a purchase with eyes wide open, they will be aware of the situation at that townhouse. Harris has
asked Wilcox to draft a “Hold Harmless™ agreement for townhouse purchasers to sign in these instances.
After discussion, the Planning Commission directed the City Attorney to draft language change to the
ordinance to address these situations in the future, and present it at the next planning commission meeting
for review.

Zoning on West Highway 9

Tweed approached the Commission. She said from 15" St. N. along Highway 9 until the Golf Course on
the north side of the road is currently zoned B-2, General Business District abutting residential properties.
This zoning was intended for small business development, but this hasn’t happened. As the zoning stands
now, if someone wanted to construct a new home in this area, it is not permitted. The current homes have
been grandfathered in. She stated there is currently a property going up for auction soon, and the
purchaser may not realize they cannot construct a new home. With the current housing shortage, she is
asking the Commission to review this area and determine if they would like to rezone these properties
either residential or a mixed zoning. Evenson said the final part of updating the comprehensive plan is
mapping, and is a good time to take a look at this. Harris proposed the idea of a moratorium on any



building on this strip of land while the idea can be explored. Wilcox said this can be done for up to one
year, and will need a public hearing. It was then moved by Enderson, seconded by Fitz and carried
unanimously to recommend to the Benson City Council they place a moratorium on Highway 9 from 15%
Street North to the Golf Club for the properties in a B-2 zoning district for up to one year to allow time to
study potentially rezoning these properties.

Cannabis Sales Discussion

Harris said due to recently passed State legislation making cannabis sales and use legal, the City Council
has put together a working group of himself, Police Chief Hodge, City Clerk Val Alsaker, Director of
Finance Lisa Kent, Mayor Evenson and Councilman Dan Enderson to start looking into developing an
ordinance and policies. Sales will not be allowed until January of 2025 while the State gets a regulatory
agency in place. For a county our size, we have a minimum of one dispensary allowed. More can be
allowed if the governing body approves it. The Planning Commission will be asked to consider where a
dispensary can be located. The state has some guidance on this that must be followed. When asked if
there has been any inquiry by anyone wanting to sell cannabis products in town, Tweed said one business
asked about selling cannabis products as a secondary part to their business.

Other Business

There being no other business, it was moved by Johnson, seconded by Nicholas and carried unanimously
to adjourn at 12:46 p.m.



( ha rter Leelnn Herrera
Diracior ¢ nnent Affairs

COMMUNICATIONS

September 1, 2023

Ms. Lisa Kent

City of Benson

1410 Kansas Avenue
Benson, MN 56215-1718

Dear Ms. Kent:

Iam writing to inform you that effective August 31, 2023, at 8pm ET, The Walt Disney Company
removed its programming from Spectrum Mid-America, LLC (“Charter”). Charter had been in discussions
to renew its carriage agreement when The Walt Disney Company took this action. As a result of The
Walt Disney Company’s unreasonable demands to increase prices and limit customer choice,
negotiations failed to reach a deal and they chose to pull the programming from Charter customers,
rather than extend the contract until negotiations conclude. The Wait Disney Company’s decision to
remove its programming is outside of Charter’s control; we wanted to provide you notice of these
changes as quickly as possible. A full list of impacted channels is as follows:

OTHER NETWORKS OWNED BY THE WALT DISNEY COMPANY:
¢ ACC Network*
* BabyTV SAP
s Disney Channel
¢ Disney Junior

e Disney XD

s ESPN

o ESPN2

* ESPN Deportes

¢ ESPN News

s ESPNU

s  Freeform

e FX

¢ FX Movie Channel
o FXX

s longhorn Network*
e National Geographic

| SO RGOSHVELT AVENDE INiANARDLS, (NacoT . 31761 407 LeeArin Herrera@charter com




{ ha rter Leefnn Herrera
Director of State rament Affairs

COMMUNICAT

* Nat Geo Mundo
+ Nat Geo Wild
s SEC Network*
*Carriage depends on customers’ region

The rising cost of programming is the single greatest factor in higher cable television prices, and we are
fighting hard to hold the line on programming rates imposed on us by companies like The Walt Disney
Company. We hope to resolve this dispute quickly and, though inconvenient, impacted Charter
customers have other alternatives for viewing impacted content and can learn more at www.video-
choice.com.

If you have any questions about this matter, please feel free to contact me at {317} 617-4177 or via email
at LeeAnn.Herrera@Charter.com .

Sincerely,
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LeeAnn Herrera
Director, State Government Affairs IL/IN/MN
Charter Government Affairs

4090 ROOSEVE T AVENUE INDISNAPOLIS MMAebiE - - . muanay | Leednanterera@chariercom
















Inveice Number: 389377

L

LEAGUE of
MINNESOTA
CITIES

Membership Dues Invoice
Effective during 2023-2024

City of Benson
Dues Amount: $4,378

(Dues amount rounded to nearest dollar.)

Population: 3,562

(Population represents the 2022 State Demographer and Metropolitan Council Estimates.)

Dues are based on your population. See how we calculated your dues at: www.Imc.org/dues

For membership dues in the League of Minnesota Citics for the year beginning September 1, 2023. Annual dues for membership
in the League of Minnesota Cities include subscriptions to Minnesota Cities magazine.* Pursuant to the disclosure requirements
of Minnesota Statutes, Section 6.76, the proportionate amount of dues spent for lobbying purposes is 11.1%. This percentage is
reported to the State Auditor as required by statute.

Payment from Public Funds Authorized by Minn. Stats, Sec. 465.58

I declare under the penalties of law that the foregoing account is just and correct and that no part of it has
been paid.

Dated: September 1,2023 Please Remit To:

Finance Department
League of Minnesota Cities
145 University Ave W

St Paul, MN 55103-2044

Luke Fischer

Executive Director, League of Minnesota Cities s
Include this invoice or reference

invoice #389377 with your
payment.

Questions: billing@lmc.org

* Annual dues include subscriptions to Minnesota Cilies magazine at $30 per subscription according to the following schedule based on population: 249
or less, 6; 250-4999, 11; 5000-9999, 15; 16000-19999, 20; 20000-49999, 25; 50000-299999, 30; 300000+, 35. For further information on

subscriptions contact the League offices. This information is given in order to meet postal regulations. Please do not use as a basis for payment,

The League will routinely communicate via e-mail with your city’s staff and elected officials as part of your membership in the League.



MMA

MMA Executive Committee

President
Kevin Voracek
Faribault
(507) 384-0567

kvoracek@ci faribault.mn us

1t Vice President

Tracy Bertram

Becker

(612) 219-3407

{bertram@ci becker.mn us

2 Vice President

Brian Holmer

Thief River Falls

(218) 681-2943
mavorholmer@gitvirf.net

3 Vice President
Courtney Johnson

Carver

(612) 702-7703
ciohnson@cityofcarver.com

4% Vice President
Julie Maas-Kusske
Maple Plain

(763) 458-2719

juliemaaskusske@mapleplain.com

Secretary
Jennifer Labadie
Shorewood

(612) 702-7703

JLabadie@ci shorewood.mn.us

Past President

Lisa Iverson

Wyoming

(651) 462-0575

liverson omingmn.or

Treasurer

Luke Fischer
Executive Director
LMC

(651) 281-1279
fischer@ime.org

League Contact:

Madison Hagenau

Engagement Manager

League of Minnesota Cities (LMC)
145 University Avenue West

St. Paul, MN 55103-2044

Minnesota
Mayors
Association

INVOICE

FOR MEMBERSHIP DUES IN THE MINNESOTA MAYORS
ASSOCIATION
For the Fiscal Year Beginning September 1, 2023

Annual Dues
for
Minnesota Mayors Association Membership............$30.00
Minnesota Mayors Association Membership Dues for:

Mayor:
City:

Mayor’s Preferred E-mail*:

Mayor’s Preferred Phone™:

Make Check Payable To: League of Minnesota Cities

Send To: Minnesota Mayors Association
c/o Finance Department
League of Minnesota Cities
145 University Avenue West
St. Paul, MN 55103-2044

Payment from public funds authorized by Minn. Stat., Sec. 471.96

Please return this form with payment. Payment can be included on the same check
as the city’s League membership dues, if desired. Questions regarding this
invoice may be referred to the League Finance Department at 651-281-1200.

“The Minnesota Mayors Association is requesting this additional personal contact information to
ensure communications on the mayor’s MemberLink online listserv, Annual Conference
notification, and other information reach all members directly and on a timely basis.

Membership in the Minnesota Mayors Association can be transferred from an out-going to an in-
coming mayor. To transfer a Mayors Association membership contact Paul Kascht at

billing@lmc.org



RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF XCEL ENERGY GRANT DOLLARS FOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES
(RESOLUTION 2023-)

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson, County of Swift, State of Minnesota, received grant
dollars from Northern State Power (Xcel Energy) as part of the Benson Power LLC biomass plant
closing, and;

WHEREAS, these grant dollars are limited in use for the purposes of economic development, and;

WHEREAS, the Council has determined that water treatment improvements qualify as an economic
development purpose, and;

WHEREAS, the following projects are authorized use of grant dollars:

Name Budget Transfer Out
2020 Clear Well Project $2,644,805.00 $799,330.21

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $799,330.21 as itemized on the attached invoices to be
transferred from the NSP Grant Fund to the Water Fund.
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF XCEL ENERGY GRANT DOLLARS FOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES
(RESOLUTION 2023-)

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson, County of Swift, State of Minnesota, received grant
dollars from Northern State Power (Xcel Energy) as part of the Benson Power LLC biomass plant
closing, and;

WHEREAS, these grant dollars are limited in use for the purposes of economic development, and;

WHEREAS, the Council has determined that Sanitary Sewer Collection and treatment improvements
qualify as an economic development purpose, and;

WHEREAS, the following project is authorized use of grant dollars:

Name Budget Transfer Out
2020 Deferred Maintenance $1,442,600 $50,025.69
Flood Wali $ 415,000 $ 74,752 .64

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $124,778.33 as itemized on the attached invoices to be
transferred from the NSP Grant Fund to the Sewer Fund.
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRAN SFER OF XCEL ENERGY GRANT DOLLARS FOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES
(RESOLUTION 2023-)

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson, County of Swift, State of Minnesota, received grant
dollars from Northern State Power (Xcel Energy) as part of the Benson Power LLC biomass plant
closing, and;

WHEREAS, these grant dollars are limited in use for the purposes of economic development, and,;

WHEREAS, the Council has determined that the East Pacific Avenue road reconstruction project
qualifies as an economic development purpose, and;

WHEREAS, the following project is authorized use of grant dollars:

Name Budget Transfer Out
Gustie’s Road $650,000 $24,082.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $24,082.00 as itemized on the attached invoices to be
transferred from the NSP Grant Fund to the General Capital Outlay Fund.
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RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING $271,973 FROM THE EDA FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND
(RESOLUTION NO. 2023- )

WHEREAS, the City of Benson is active in economic development, and

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Authority owns the property formally occupied by the
Fibrominn power plant, and,

WHEREAS, a condition of the purchase of this property was a payment from the previous owner
to pay an amount equal to one year’s property taxes, and,

WHEREAS, the loss of valuation for property tax purposes resulted in a reduced property tax
levy for the City, and,

WHEREAS, the City desires to use 1/3 of these funds over the next three years to supplement the
tax levy in the hope that a new business will be built in the near future.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council authorized the transfer of
$271,973 from the EDA Fund to the General Fund.
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