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v MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 3, 2019

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: Jack Evenson,
Terri Collins, Jon Buyck, Mark Schreck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: None. Also present: City
Manager Rob Wolfington, Director of Finance Glen Pederson, Public Works Director Dan Gens, Police
Chief lan Hodge, Laura Ostlie with the Upper MN Valley RDC and Dan Enderson and Melissa
Thompson with the Swift County Benson Hospital.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Collins asked for any changes or additions to the agenda. A report from Swift County
Benson Health Services was added. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried
unanimously to approve the agenda as amended.

It was moved by Schreck, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve the
following items on the consent agenda:

= August 19, 2019 City Council Minutes
= June 17, 2019 EDA Minutes

= Amend August 5, 2019 City Council Minutes to correct a meeting date

Correspondence:
* Public Works Report

Donations:
* Laura Larson — Beautify Benson - $20
» Electronic Transfer to Payroll: August 29, 2019 - $92,445.68

The Mayor asked for anyone with unscheduled business to which there was none.

Enderson and Thompson approached the Council with news that the Hospital District Board had
just met at 5 PM and approved the draft letter of intent with Carris Health for affiliation. They handed out
and reviewed the affiliation recommendations prepared by the Hospitals Strategic Planning Committee
and Affiliation Workgroup. They wanted to provide this information before the special meeting between
the City, Swift County, and the Hospital on September 9", Approvals from both the City and County are
needed before this can move forward. They hope to have it in place on January 1, 2020.

Councilmember Schreck offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AIRPORT MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION GRANT CONTRACT
(RESOLUTION 2019-03)

It is resolved by the City of Benson as follows:

1. That the state of Minnesota Contract Number 1033463, "Airport Maintenance and Operation
Grant Contract,” at the Benson Municipal Airport is accepted.



2. That the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute this Contract and any amendments on
behalf of the City of Benson.

Councilmember Buyck seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded: Ayes; All,
Opposed: None.

The City Manager reviewed a notice received from Alliance Pipeline regarding a potential
expansion to the natural gas pipeline system which would include a new Benson Compressor Station.

Motion was made by Evenson, seconded by Buyck and carried unanimously to approve a request
to purchase the ribs for the Benson Golf Club Ribfest in the amount of $2,500.

The City Manager reviewed the League of MN Cities Regional Meeting brochure that will be
held in Benson on October 9, 2019 and encouraged Council members to attend if they are able to.

Motion was made by Evenson seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve a Capital
Outlay Request from the water department for a pickup and service body in the amount of $42,166.68.

The meeting was recessed at 6:12 to go on a bus tour of city projects.
The meeting was reconvened by Mayor Collins. There being no further business to come before

the Council upon motion by Buyck, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council
meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk



MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - SPECIAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 9, 2019

The meeting was called to order at 5:34 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: Jack Evenson,
Terri Collins, Jon Buyck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: Mark Schreck. Also present: City Manager
Rob Wolfington, Director of Finance Glen Pederson, City Attorney Don Wilcox, Swift County Board,

Swift County Benson Health Services personnel, and representatives from Carris Health and CentraCare
Health.

The purpose of the joint meeting was to review and ask questions about the final draft of a Letter
of Intent to form an Affiliation between the Swift County-Benson Healthcare Services and CentraCare
Health. Approval of both the City and County Boards are needed before the Affiliation can take place.
Dan Enderson and Melissa Thompson summarized their attendance at meetings held this past week with
the City and County Boards to provide them with information prior to this meeting. A copy of the Final
Draft of the Letter of Intent was provided to both Boards.

Dr. Cindy Firkins Smith, a physician with Carris Health, presented her experience since the
formation of Carris in January of 2018 and how she sees the Affiliation with SCBHS working to improve
health care services in the region.

Major terms in the Lefter of Intent include:

* A new limited liability company named Carris Health-Benson would be formed

The new company would lease all real and personal property from the Hospital District including
the senior living facility, Residential Options, Inc,

The District will maintain an Operating Committee to oversee operations

One member of the Operating Committee will be appointed to the Carris Board of Governors
The lease payments would be used to pay outstanding District Bonds.

District employees would be retained subject to CentraCare employment protocals

All services currently being offered by SCBHS will continue to be provided for 7 years after
which they may be meodified with input from the District Operating Committee.

The ambulance service would be continued to be operated by CentraCare.

The beginning date of the new operation would be January 1, 2020.

Epic electronic medical records would be installed and operational by January 1, 2021
Capital investments of $5 million over 5 years would be made at the hospital.

Although no vote or approval was needed at this time no objections were made by either the City
or County Boards to preclude the SCBHS board from continuing towards Affiliation. A final vote of
approval will be needed around the December time period.

There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Buyck, seconded by
Evenson and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 6:55 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk
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MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - SPECIAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2019

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: Jack
Evenson, Terri Collins, Mark Schreck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: Jon Buyck. Also present: City
Manager Rob Wolfington, Director of Finance Glen Pederson.

Wolfington presented the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Aviation Administration
Grant Agreement for the new Arrival/Departure building and resolution for consideration. He said the
total project is $711,345. $654,345 is for the building and $57,000 is for engineering costs. The Federal
share of the project is 88.65%, the State’s share is 6.5% and the City’s is 5.3% which is $51,412, He
recommended approval. After discussion, it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried
unanimously to approve the contract.

Councilmember Olson offered the following resolution:

AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
GRANT AGREEMENT FOR AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
EXCLUDING LAND ACQUISITION
(RESOLUTION 2019-14)

It is resolved by the City of Benson as follows:

1. That the state of Minnesota Agreement No. 1035236, "Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement

Excluding Land Acquisition,” for State Project No. A7601-36 at the Benson Municipal Airport
is accepted.

2. That the City Manager and City Clerk are authorized to execute this Agreement and any
amendments on behalf of the City of Benson.

Councilmember Evenson seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded:
AYES: Evenson, Collins, Olson, Schreck. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared Resolution
2019-14 duly passed and adopted.

There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Evenson, seconded
by Olson and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 12:19 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk



MINUTES — BENSON PLANNING COMMISSION
AUGUST 5, 2019 AT 12:00 NOON

Members Present: Ron Laycock, Chuck Koenigs, Sue Fitz, Jack Evenson, Jon Buyck
Members Absent: Matt Mattheisen

Also Present: City Manager Rob Wolfington, Building Official Mike Jacobson

The meeting came to order at 12:05 p.m.

Chairman Koenigs asked for 2 moment of silence to honor those victims of the El Paso, TX and Dayton, OH shooting
victims.

Koenigs asked for any additions to the agenda, to which there was none. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Laycock
and carried unanimously to approve the agenda.

It was moved by Fitz, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve the July 1, 2019 minutes.

Benson Power

Wolfingon said Xcel Energy contracted to demolish parts of the Benson Power complex. There is a portion the City will
be purchasing. Dynamite will be used on parts of the building. With explosives being used, the City will be providing
secutity. Demolition should be complete in November of this year, then the City will take possession of the property in
December 2019. Brightmark Energy has applied to the California Air Resources Board for credits to be used in financing
their project at Benson Power. Brightmark was denied credits, and they are appealing. The cow manure they wanted to
use didn’t meet California’s approval, so they are now looking at the possibility of turkey litter. Wolfington said there
could be a Plan B for the site. Preparing the Benson Power site as a shovel ready industrial site, certified by the State of
Minnesota could give us more exposure to potential businesses. Wolfington said he is also working on making the site
TIF ready, which will allow the City to find a business in three years. The City in turn will receive increment for 26 years.
Wolfington has been contacted by a neighboring business as well as a company out of Chicago with interest in the Benson
Power Site if Brightmark Energy is unable to make their project work.

School Project Update

The demolition at the high school is underway. The Superintendent of schools has asked the City Council to grant one
way traffic on 14% St. N. north of the high school for bus traffic. Also for traffic at the Northside school, it was asked to
make Nevada Ave. a one way in front of the school. The Council granted these requests temporarily, during construction
at the two schools. Wolfington noted the “Safe Routes to Schools” project with sidewalks from Northside Elementary to
the High School has been completed. The Superintendent also asked the City for help with their sewer line that runs from
Montana into the Senior High building. Currently it is a private sewer line and currently the elevation drop on the line
doesn’t meet state code for a school, but does for municipal code. The School District would like the City to take over the
sewer line, and the School District would grant a utility easement to the City. This was an oversite of the engineers for the
school. -

Flood Mitigation

Wolfington said in March there was a lot of flooding in the county, and FEMA declared a disaster in Swift County. The
City of Benson applied for reimbursement for their efforts in prevention. He went on to say he would like to push the
issue the railroad bridge on highway 9 is the reason the City experiences high water in the spring. Wolfington stated
BNSF Railroad has no interest in changing the structure of their bridge as they recently put money into it. Wolfington
asked if we want to take the time and spend $50,000 to apply for a grant. The other part of the flood mitigation would be
building a structure on property owner’s lots which could support a flood structure. A new survey is done and a cost to the
property owners will be presented. Wolfington asked for Commission members input. Wolfington said the dirt work of



the project would be assessed to the property owners and the rest of the expense would be the City’s expense. This will be
a $1 million expense, with the City funding 2/3 of the expense. Evenson said this will be the second go at this and if the
homeowners do not want to pay, he feels the City shouldn’t pursue it anymore.

North End of the Civic Center

Wolfington said he and School Superintendent Laumeyer have been working on a proposal for the school to lease the
north end of the Civic Center. The City would take the payment from Xcel in lieu of taxes and put towards the
construction. The Civic Center Board and the school would sign a lease for the school to pay them $50,000 for 5 years,
then two balloon payments of $125, 000. This will pay for the improvements to the building. Wolfington went on to say
the payment of $50,000 would be less as the Civic Center Board will have to hold back some of the funds for expenses.
The cost to renovate the building are 2017’s estimates. It could come in much higher today. Work wouldn’t start until next
year if an agreement is reached. The school will need it for gymnastics in 2020.

Adjournment
There being no other business, it was moved by Laycock, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to adjourn at
1:00 p.m.



Benson Tourism Board
2018 activity

Lodging Tax Receipts
5% Management Fees
Net Receipts
Expenditures
Monthly Increase (Decrease)

Account Balance

Benson Tourism Board
2019 activity

Lodging Tax Receipts
5% Management Fees
Net Receipts
Expenditures
Monthly Increase (Decrease)

Account Balance

;;nlc;rnz:ar January February March April May June July August September October November December Total
-0.20 1,739.46 1,105.12 1,42716 1,781.93 231298 2,756.01 2,014.32 2,345.16 2,237.97 2,059.31 3,213.16  22,992.38
-0.01 86.97 55.26 71.36 89.10 11565 137.80 100.72 117.26 111.90 102.97 160.66  1,149.62
-0.19 1,652.49 1,049.86 1,355.80 1,692.83 2,197.33 2,618.21 1,913.60 2,227.90 2,126.07 1,956.34 3,052.50 21,842.76
3.600.00 616.00 200.00 2,724.03 189794 647448 13,927.33 162.83 0.00 283.40 0.00 335.00 30.221.01
(3,600.19) 1,036.49 849.86 (1,368.23) (205.11) (4,277.15) (11,309.12) 1,750.77 2,227.90 1,842.67 1,956.34 2,717.50 (8,378.25)
17,563.20 13,963.01 14,999.49 15,849.36 14,481.13 14,276.02 9,998.87 -1,310.25 440.53 2,668.43 4,511.10 6,467.45 9,184.95
Prior Year
Balance January February March April May June July August September October November December Total
23.05 1,798.97 1,5616.36  1,492.21 1,529.49 2,712.46 2,597.77 11,670.31
1.15 89.95 75.82 74.61 76.47 13562 129.89 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 583,52
21.90 1,709.02 1,440.54 1,417.60 1,453.02 2,576.84 2,467.88 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 11,086.79
500.00 3.708.00 0.00 200.00 3.710.00 2.771.23 16,572.47 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 27.561.70
(578.10) (1,998.98) 1,440.54 1,217.60 (2,256.98) (194.39) (14,104.59) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 (16,474.91)
9,184.95 8,606.85 6,607.87 8,048.41 9,266.01 7,009.02 6,814.63 -7,289.96 -7,289.96 -7,288.96 -7,289.86 -7,289.96 -7,289.86



NORTHERN DIVISION HEADQUARTERS

DOING
Oﬂ 2445 Prior Avenue North
A‘;MY THE MOST Roseville, MN 55113

p: 651-746-3400
GOOD f: 651-746-3410
SalvationArmyNorth.org
August 21, 2019

Brian Peddle, General
Commissioner E. Bradford Bailey, Territorial Commander
L. Colonel Lonneal Richardson, Divisional Commander
Our website address is: www.heatshare.org
Benson Municipal Utilities
Rob Wolfington
City Manager
1410 Kansas Avenue
Benson, MN 56215

Greetings from The Salvation Army’s HeatShare Program staff,

Let me first introduce myself! My name is Lynnette Medcalf and 1 am the new Divisional HeatShare Training and
Support Coordinator. I have been working for the Salvation Army since 2005 and I am absolutely thrilled for the
opportunity to now work with HeatShare Program. There is a lot for me to learn, but, I am ready for the challenge.

With that bemg said, I want to thank everyone that has continued to be an active participant of the HeatShare Program.
HeatShare is celebrating its 37" year thanks to the commitment of utilities such as yours. For those who are not
currently active participants, it is our hope that you will join us this next HeatShare season. Hopefully, we can count on
all of our community partners to be a part of our HeatShare network.

HeatShare is a positive way for you to reach out to customers in need; especially with energy costs rising year after
year. Additionally, there are many households who have limited resources to turn to; particularly after the state
programs are closed or unavailable. Your support of this program aides those in your community to receive the help that
they need.

We are asking that you assist us to do one or more of the following:
*please check all applicable boxes

0 Distribute bill inserts to solicit donations

0 Utilize your website to advertise

0  Use your utility newsletter to inform those in your community

If you do not wish to participate in the HeatShare Program, please check the below box:
0 1do not wish to participate in The HeatShare Program

Enclosed you will find a copy of The Salvation Army’s HeatShare Agreement. If you wish to participate, please present
this to your governing authorities to review and sign. A self-addressed stamped envelope is enclosed for your
convenience. A fully executed agreement will be returned to you.

If you have any questions about HeatShare, or need to place an order for more bill inserts, please contact me at 651-746-
3542, Our program continues to be a success in Minnesota, thanks to individuals and organizations like you.

Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

(_;[ P tt= hfy).c_»_‘(_)!(r -

Lynnette Medcalf, LSW

Divisional HeatShare Training & Support Coordinator
LM:ra

Enclosures

“..THERE IS NO REWARD EQUAL TO THAT OF DOING THE MOST GOOD TO THE MOST PEOPLE IN THE MOST NEED. — EVANGELINE BOOTH



ATTACHMENT A-1

HEATSHARE PROGRAM
AGREEMENT

COMES NOW, Benson Municipal Utilities, in joint partnership with The Salvation Army, an Illinois
Corporation (The Salvation Army), submits its joint customer contribution fund program plan as
follows:

PROGRAM NAME:
HeatShare (A voluntary non-governmental program of The Salvation Army) which has been in
existence since 1982.

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this energy related program, shall be to advance the common good and general welfare
of the people by soliciting voluntary contributions from customers and employees to assist needy
Minnesotans with energy related problems, including but not limited to residential heating bills, repairs
on home heating equipment, and shut offs; and to provide assistance in reducing the cost of utilities for
qualified low-income elderly, disabled, and others with special needs who have difficulty paying their
energy related expenses.

CUSTOMER NOTIFICATION:

Customers will be notified through Benson Municipal Utilities. Notifications will be made via bill
inserts and/or newsletter. In addition, press releases and media notification will be utilized when
appropriate and beneficial to HeatShare and Benson Municipal Ultilities.

TRANSFER/DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS:

Benson Municipal Utilities will transfer funds to The Salvation Army on a regular basis in amounts
equal to contributions received and processed prior to such date. Funds will be allocated by each
Salvation Army unit corresponding to Benson Municipal Utilities in direct proportion to donations
received from their area. On an exceptional basis, The Salvation Army, will have at their discretion,
the authority to adjust the distribution of funds where they deem fit. A minimum of 85% of the funds
will be used in the distribution of funds as per the attached guidelines A-1.

IMPLEMENTATION:
Implementation is scheduled with the insertion of customer notification/authorization in at least one
monthly bill or newsletter each year thereafter, unless this agreement is terminated.

ADDITIONAL:

Benson Municipal Utilities proposes at this time to defray the expense of solicitation through paying of
bill insert costs, any promotional costs deemed necessary, and the cost of collection and transmittal of
contributions.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This plan becomes effective this October 1, 2019, and stays effective until September 30, 2020, or until
Benson Municipal Utilities or The Salvation Army terminates this agreement by giving a 90 day
written notice to the other party.

The Salvation Army HeatShare Program Agreement Page 1



ATTACHMENT A-1

NOTICE:

The Salvation Army will follow the operational guidelines (A-1) attached hereto. Notices shall be
deemed given upon personal delivery, or when deposited in the United States mail, postage prepaid and
addressed as follows:

If to Benson Municipal Utilities:
Attn: Rob Wolfington
Title: City Manager
Address: 1410 Kansas Avenue
Benson, MN 56215
Phone: 320.843.5448

If to The Salvation Army:
Attn: Lynnette Medcalf
Title: Divisional HeatShare Coordinator
Address: 2445 Prior Avenue N
Roseville, MN 55113
Phone: 651-746-3542

WHEREFORE, Benson Municipal Utilities, requests that its proposed joint customer contribution
fund program be approved as submitted.
By:
Title:
Attest:
Title:
Datedthe ~ dayof 2019

The Salvation Army, an Illinois Corporation

By:

Title: Divisional Commander

Attest:

Title: Divisional HeatShare Coordinator
Dated the day of 2019

The Salvation Army HeatShare Program Agreement Page 2



ATTACHMENT A-1

THE SALVATION ARMY
HEATSHARE PROGRAM GUIDELINES

TO QUALIFY FOR ASSISTANCE FROM THE HEATSHARE PROGRAM:

1.

2.

Note:

Applicants must have a final or shut off notice and;
Applicants must be income eligible as per Attachment A-1 and;

Applicants must have applied for assistance previously from other available public or private agencies
and;

Applicants must reside in the designated areas where funds are raised for the program.

Applicants must be:

a. 65 vears of age or older, or disabled/handicapped, such that financial assistance from the
HeatShare program would relieve a substantial need or

b. Circumstances have arisen which deplete an individuals or families immediate cash resources. For
example, an illness, major repair bill or sudden lay off, may leave a family, usually able to cope
with insufficient cash resources to meet heating needs even though normally they have sufficient
income to do so.

c. After initial assistance has been received, if an underlying problem exists (such as a client paying
more rent than their income will allow) attempts must be made to remedy the situation before
further assistance will be given.

d. Households who request assistance in consecutive years will be asked to participate in activities to
strengthen the self-sufficiency of the family.

Assistance is available only once per year at a maximum of $400 for those living outside of the Twin
Cities area.

Types of assistance granted will be for natural gas, electric, fuel oil, and propane.

These are guidelines and on occasion, due to extenuating circumstances, clients may be given special
considerations.

2019-2020 ANNUAL NET INCOME GUIDELINES
The above guidelines are based on 50% of State Median Income.

Hous‘ehold Annual Monthly
Size
1 $27,047 $2,253.92
2 $35,370 $2,947.50
3 $43,692 $3,641.00
4 $52,014 $£4,334.50
5 $60,336 $5,028.00
6 $68,658 $£5,721.50
7 $70,219 $5,851.58
8 $71,779 $5,981.58
9 $73,340 $6,111.67
10 $74,900 $6,241.67

The Salvation Army HeatShare Program Agreement Page 3















September 17, 2019

Benson City Council
1410 Kansas Avenue
Benson, MN 56215

RE: Benson Lions Club Proposed Praject
Fiberglass ‘Lion’ addition to replace existing drinking fountain

Benson Lions Club approved the purchase and installation of a fiberglass ‘Lion’ to replace the existing
drinking fountain on the South West corner of Roosevelt Park bordering Highway 29 North in Benson at
their September 16, 2019 meeting.

Enclosed are photos and ADA Compliant information about this project for your review.

Thanks for your consideration and approval of this project which will add to the beauty and attraction of
the park.

Sincerely,

Mithtl =@ aa

Mitchell E Boone

Benson Lions Club President

502 12" Street North

Benson, MN 56215

Phone: 320-843-2178 (h)
320-808-9049 (c)

Enc.
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A ~Made in Minnesot
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Lion Drinking Fountains are excellent PR pieces. Théy are highly visible symbols of your club’s presence

and activity in your community.
These fountains are built to last. With regular maintenance, you could easily see 20+ years of service from

them.
These fountains are ADA and UPC Compliant and come ready to install. (installation diagrams are available)

Take a look at the specifics below and contact us if you have any further questions. Be sure to check out
the website for more pictures and information.

Price: $3800
Shipping: Crate cost is $240 (optional if picked t%or delivered in-state)

Freight cost can range from $150 - $600 depending on distance from Minnesota
Pick up or delivery is an option if your club is close to MN or in-state. :

Dimensions: 5’ tall x 4’ deep x 3’ wide
Weight: 130 Ibs average (with crate, total weight is 375 Ibs)

Materials: The Lion statue is durable fiberglass construction, top coated with industrial paint and
clearcoat. A high quality SS drinking fountain by Haws is installed.

Customizing: The Lion Fountain can be painted as pictured or painted to resemble older style fountains.
A logo with club information can be added the fountain at your club’s request for $35
Timeline: Average order time to production is 4-5 months.

Lion Fountains are built to order and are limited by how many we can be build each year.
Plan ahead and order early.

Phone: (218)-851-7965 (Josh) E-mail: roar@liondrinkingfountain.com

www.liondrinkingfountain.com




Layout for Lion Drinking Fountain Concrete Pads (ADA Compliant)

The concrete pad in front of the fountain can be larger than 30"x48", this is just
the minimum requirements for a wheelchair.
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