
 Subject:  JURISDICTIONAL AUTHORITY

 Ref. Documents: Mutual Aid Agreements and Op4-13-00

Benson Police Department 

Order Date: 5/1/2002

Purpose The purpose of this order is to set forth guidelines regarding jurisdiction of 
Department personnel in matters of joint law enforcement efforts with other 
agencies.

Policy: It shall be the policy of this Department to defer authority to command staff of the 
agency holding primary jurisdiction, unless such staff are unavailable or 
incapacitated.

Scope: This order applies to all Department personnel.

Policies & Procedures
Index No Op4-15-00

Rev Date:

It is the responsibility of each member of the Department to be familiar with this order.  
Command personnel are responsible for working with appropriate Command personnel from 
other affected agencies to settle any questions arising from a joint law enforcement effort with 
another agency in the course of duty.

While it is known that the Department members who engage in law enforcement activity have 
jurisdiction within the limits of Benson, this order is written as a matter of courtesy to those 
Departments with which we do occasionally share an enforcement action jointly.

It is the policy of this Department that in any case of joint law enforcement effort within the 
limits of a city or town which has a Police Department, and in which member(s) of that 
Department are present, the command personnel of that Department, or the officer at the 
scene will be deemed to be in charge unless personnel at the scene are otherwise ordered by 
competent authority.

In cases outside the City limits of such city or town, in cases of joint effort, the member of the 
Department in command will be deemed to be in charge for the purposes of directing the effort.

Procedure:
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