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Subject: MUTUAL AID

Ref. Documents: M.S. 626.76, Subd. 1,2,3, and 4 & Mutual Aid Agreements Policy Op4-13-00

Purpose To support and clarify the duties and responsibilities of Benson Police Officers to
Peace Officers of other jurisdictions who may request their assistance.

Policy: Itis the duty and responsibility of every officer employed by the City of Benson, to
assist and cooperate with any "peace officer" as defined by M.S. 626.76 Subd. 3,
regardless of the jurisdiction involved.

Scope: This policy applies to all sworn personnel.

Procedure:

1. Officers may leave the city limits of the City of Benson in order to directly assist any
peace officer in danger of bodily harm.

2. Officers may leave the city limits at the request of the officer on duty or in charge of the
jurisdiction involved in order to investigate a complaint from the public or to assist another
peace officer.

3. In case of an emergency situation where the officer on duty has reason to believe that
someone is in danger of great bodily harm, is in need of emergency medical care, or that a
felony is being committed; and no peace officer from that jurisdiction can be located; that
officer may respond to the situation at the request of a non-sworn person from that
jurisdiction. Example: a dispatcher.

4. In the event an officer observes a violation or suspicious activity outside the city limits,
while on patrol in the city limits, that officer may take immediate action and notify the
jurisdiction involved.

All of the above situations are to render assistance. Any evidence or information obtained
will be turned over to a peace officer of the jurisdiction involved.

Any time an officer leaves the city limits, while on duty, that officer will:

1. Report immediately to the dispatcher when leaving, where responding to, and what type
of call or situation is involved.

2. If responding to a call outside the city limits, and no other officer is on duty in the city,
the Chief of Police or his designee must be notified if the assistance may involve an extended
period of time (over 30 minutes).

3. The decision as to respond, or not, to any of the above situations or any situation
outside the city limits is the responsibility of the senior officer on duty, in the absence of a
supervisor.

The above guidelines are considered as within the line of duty and course of employment of
the officer rendering assistance.

MUTUAL AID Page 1



