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PRIMARY FUNCTIONS

The primary functions of the Police Department are the protection of life and property, the 
preservation of the public peace and order, the prevention and detection of crime, the 
apprehension of offenders, the regulation and control of traffic, and the enforcement of the 
laws of the State and ordinances of the City of Benson.  In order to accomplish these purposes 
the police are endowed with legal authority.  Use that power cautiously so that justice and 
equity will be your actuating motives.

To achieve true success for yourself and your Department, you must win and retain the 
confidence and respect of the public whom you serve.  This can only be accomplished by the 
constant and earnest endeavor on the part of all members and employees of the Department 
in the performance of their duties in an efficient, honest and business-like manner, and by 
conduct which is so exemplary that you will cultivate in the minds of the public the fullest 
realization that the Department is one of the prime requisites of public well being.

As a Police Officer you should always remember that in the execution of your duties you act 
not for yourself but for the public you serve; and that your appointment is in no sense for your 
own advantage.  The entire law regulating your functions hinges upon this principle.  Be 
courteous under all circumstances and never allow passion to swerve you from this purpose, 
because the public whom you serve is entitled to courtesy and respectful consideration.  Never 
allow fear, favoritism, or sympathy to seduce you to illegal leniency or neglect of duty.

You must always bear in mind that you represent the dignity and the authority of the State, and 
are the duly appointed representative of the Law to whose lawful demands all must submit.  
You should never use unnecessary force nor should you hesitate to use necessary force, when 
the circumstances require.
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