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Purpose To establish procedures consistent with proper operation of the radar equipment 
and proper maintenance of the records necessary to establish evidentiary 
foundation acceptable to the court.

Policy:

Scope: All sworn personnel of the Benson Police Department.
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OPERATION OF RADAR UNIT

Prior to operating any radar unit, the officer shall be familiar with its operation and have read 
and understood the operating instructions.  Officers shall have been certified as qualified 
operators through an accepted course of instruction.

TESTING OF THE RADAR DEVICE FOR ACCURACY

Prior to using the radar unit the following checks must be conducted:

A. Internal calibration
B. External calibration through use of the certified tuning forks
C. Internal light check (if applicable)

The results of all checks conducted must be recorded in the  appropriate area on the officer's 
"Daily Report." or in the "Officers Notes" section of a citation.

If the radar is used to establish probable cause to issue a speeding citation, it should be tested 
with the tuning forks after every citation and also at the end of the officer's shift.  Results of 
those calibration tests should also be recorded on the "Daily Log" or in the "Officers Notes" 
section of a citation

If the radar unit is not operating properly, the officer will submit a short memo to the Chief of 
Police indicating the malfunction experienced.

ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES

The officer must make a concerted effort to ensure that all readings observed on the unit are 
accurate, and the reading being observed is that of the target vehicle.  This can be done by 
obtaining a tracking history.  A tracking history consists of:

A. Visual observation of the target
B. Audio being emitted by the radar unit (audio use is required)
C. Observation of the speed reading on the radar unit
D. Comparison of radar (patrol display) to the speedometer in moving mode

Procedure:
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Issuance of citations relating to speed violations are at the discretion of the officer, however 
circumstances or conditions present during the violation (severe weather conditions, heavy 
traffic, school zones, etc.) may be used in the officer's decision to cite the driver.   If the officer 
makes the determination to cite a violator, the speed reading displayed on the unit will be the 
speed noted on the citation.  

Generally, a report is not required after issuance of a speeding citation, but if extenuating 
circumstances surround the issuance of a particular citation (specifically information that would 
aid or assist in the successful prosecution of the violator) a report would be of merit.

The reverse side of the citation must be completed in as much detail as possible.  Entries on 
the citation shall include, but are not limited to, weather conditions present at the time of the 
violation, any statements made by the violator, location of the violation, direction of travel, 
calibration times (initial calibration and post stop), narrative, etc.

MISCELLANEOUS

The Chief of Police or his designee will:

A. Maintain a separate file for each radar unit, this file will contain all repairs, work orders, 
and contracted yearly certifications/calibrations.

B. Ensure that all radar units are maintained in good working order and that any 
malfunctioning unit is removed from use and sent in for service.

C. Ensure that all radar units, along with tuning forks, are available for yearly contracted 
certification/calibration.
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