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Subject: SEATBELT USE REQUIRED

Ref. Documents: MN Statute #169.686

Purpose Because seat belts are the best protection against injury or death in a crash, this
seat belt use policy is extremely important. The simple act of buckling up reduces
the chance of serious injury or death.

Policy: The Benson police Department recognizes that seat belts are extremely effective in
preventing injuries and loss of life. We care about our employees, and want to make
sure that no one is injured or killed in a tragedy that could have been prevented by
the use of seat belts. Therefore it will be policy that seat belts shall always be used
by both drivers and passengers while traveling on official city business. Employees
are strongly encouraged to use their seat belts off the job as well.

Scope: This policy applies to all employees of the Benson Police Department.

Procedure:
Employees shall wear seatbelts at all times during normal operation of city owned vehicles.

In the event that an officer needs to ensure quick exit from a patrol vehicle for officer safety
reasons, the officer should use his or her judgment as to whether the use of the seatbelt would
reasonably impede them in exiting the vehicle quickly. An example of when this could be
necessary is when approaching a high risk call for service.
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