Benson Police Department

Index No Op4-11-00
Policies & Procedures P

Order Date: 5/1/2002
Rev Date: 3/19/2025

Subject: ELECTRONIC RESTRAINT DEVICES (Use of)

Ref. Documents: Policy M5-10-00 (Use of Force), MN Stat. 626.8452, 609.066-2(1) (2) & (3) |

Purpose The primary purpose for the deployment of the Taser is to save human lives and to
prevent injury. This level of control employs the use of department approved tools
that provide a method of controlling subjects when deadly force is not justified, but
when Empty Hand Control techniques are not sufficient in effecting an arrest.
Whenever an officer uses an intermediate weapon for control, it should always be
with the intent to temporarily disable an offender, and never with the intent of
creating permanent injury. When intermediate weapons are used, it is quite likely
that some form of skin irritation, bruising, soft or connective tissue damage, or bone
fracture, may occur.

Policy: In keeping with this department's policy of using only that level of force necessary to
overcome resistance, the Taser shall be deployed by trained personnel whenever it
is necessary to control a resistant, dangerous or violent subject, and in the officer's
judgement such use will result in a more rapid de-escalation of the altercation and a
reduced risk of injury to either the combatant or the officer.

Scope: This policy applies to all officers who have been trained and certified to use the
Taser.

Procedure:

The Taser shall be issued to all full-time officers and one will be made available to all part time
officers. They are to be used only by officers who have completed the Taser training program.

A. Only Tasers that are properly functioning will be deployed.

1. The officer assigned the Taser, is responsible for checking and maintaining it.

2. All damage or malfunctions of the Tasers shall be immediately reported to the Chief for
repair or replacement.
B. Each discharge, including any accidental discharges of a Taser, shall be investigated by a
supervisor and a written report filed with the Chief.
C. The Taser is programmed to deliver a 5 second "electrical current". The officer using the
weapon can shorten the automatic 5 second cycle by turning the weapon off. It is
recommended that during field deployment and use of the weapon, the full 5 second cycle be
delivered to the combatant to gain maximum effectiveness and compliance. When an ECD is
used on a subject, the number of cycles should be limited to three (3) or less. Application of
more than three (3) cycles must be justified by the violent and assaultive actions of the subject
that cannot be controlled by other acceptable use of force techniques
D. NEVER intentionally aim theTaser at the eyes or face.
E. Keep hands and feet away from the front of the weapon at all times unless the safety is
forward and the Taser is deactivated.
F. DO NOT fire the Taser near known flammable liquids or fumes. The Taser can ignite
gasoline and other flammables. Do not deploy the Taser in the atmosphere of the meth lab, or
any other similarly volatile environment. Some self defense sprays are flammable, and should
not be used in conjunction with the Taser.
G. Replace the cartridges by their expiration date. All expired cartridges will be turned in to
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the Taser Coordinator for use during training exercises or for disposal.

I. Chief of Police Responsibilities
A. Review each use of theTaser by officers.
B. Ensure training is provided on less lethal devices.
1. A certified Taser instructor will conduct training - basic certification for the Taser.
2. All training will be done through such instructor.

II. Senior Officer Responsibilities
A. Respond to all scenes where the Taser was or is about to be deployed.
B. Evaluate scene and ensure appropriate investigation of situation is conducted.

1. Photographs are to be taken of probe penetration sites as well as any injuries
received from falls, etc.

2. The air cartridge and probes shall be retained as evidence. The officer should wear
protective gloves when handling the cartridges due to potential biohazard. The wires should
be wound around the cartridge and the probes inverted in the portals they deployed from.
Evidence tape should be placed over the portals to secure the probes in the cartridge. The
cartridge should then be placed in a plastic bag and sealed with evidence tape and properly
labeled.

C. Ensure that officers who deploy Taser complete a Custodial Situation Report Form
(Use of Force Report).

D. Ensure that such reports are forwarded to the Chief.

E. If necessary, ensure that EMS personnel examine the subject the Taser was deployed
on.

F. Ensure that appropriate protocol is followed in the removal and packaging of probes as
evidence following deployment.

lll. Treatment of Persons Subjected to Taser

A. After securing the combatant in appropriate restraints, the Taser officer shall remove the
probes using the following prescribed method. However, if the probes are imbedded in soft
tissue areas such as the neck, face, groin, or female breast, the officer shall require the
subject to be treated at a hospital and the probes removed only by medical personnel.
Removal from other areas shall be at the discretion of the senior officer on scene or a
supervisor.

1. The cartridge shall be removed from the Taser prior to removal of probes.

2. The officer shall first don medical gloves.

3. The officer shall place one finger on either side of the probe and stretch the skin
taught.

4. Using a brisk, straight pull, the officer shall pull the probe out of the subject.

5. The puncture site shall be wiped with a sterile alcohol swab and an adhesive
bandage applied to the site.

6. Alcohol swabs, gloves, and bandage packaging shall be disposed of in an
appropriate bio hazard bag or receptacle. This can be done either through the ambulance or
the emergency room.

B. If necessary, the arresting officer shall advise the ambulance or emergency room staff
that the person has been subjected to the Taser and relate the time of the incident. Only
emergency room staff shall remove probes that are embedded in the aforementioned soft
tissue areas.

C. If treatment, including removal of probes, is administered at a medical facility, officers
should follow department procedures for evidence retention at that facility.

D. Officers must be aware, and point out to EMS that one easily overlooked aspect of
being subjected to a Taser is secondary injuries received from falling from a standing position.
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IV. Tactical Deployment

A. When possible, use verbal commands and point laser sight at subject prior to firing.

B. Try to have additional cartridges available or a second Taser ready to fire in the event
probes miss the subject or there is a malfunction.

C. Whenever possible, a backup officer should always be present in the event firearm
usage becomes necessary or to arrest or use other force options to control the subject.

D. Aim at center mass from the rear of the subject when possible.

E. Remember that if the subject is moving away from you, you must move with the suspect
to prevent wires from breaking or being pulled out.

F. Usage should be avoided under the following conditions:
1. If the subject is elevated such that a fall could cause more serious injury than may be
justified.
If the subject is obviously pregnant and a fall might unnecessarily endanger the fetus.
If the subject is in a flammable environment.
If the subject is in a swimming pool or body of water that could result in drowning.
If the subject is operating a motor vehicle.
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V. Response to Resistance Issues
A. The use of the Taser constitutes a "response to resistance" and as such is part of the
use of force continuum.

1. The Taser is considered an intermediate weapon

B. The Taser may be used when:

1. The use of the ECD is justified when an officer’s attempt at Empty Hand Control is , or
would be ineffective or not reasonable under the circumstances, when use of deadly force is
not justified, and the use of the ECD is reasonable and necessary under the given
circumstances. The use of the ECD is intended to temporarily incapacitate an offender, not to
cause permanent injury.

2. An ECD may be used when necessary to control or aid in the capture of an
aggressive, potentially dangerous or diseased animal.

3. The suspect is punching or kicking or threatening to do so

4. Lesser response options have been or are likely to be ineffective

5. The officer reasonably believes the subject is a credible threat

6. The subject is a known felon and resisting arrest

7. The subject is a threat from a distance and the officer is at risk of injury if they
attempt to close the gap

C. Other deployment considerations include:
Imminent threat to officer or others
Subject actively resisting arrest
Rapidly evolving circumstances
Severity of the crime
Evasive attempts of subject
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D. Other factors of the officer and the subject to be considered
Age

Sex

Health

Skill Level

Number of Subjects

Size disparity

Relative strength levels
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E. Special circumstance issues
1. Closeness of weapon
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2. Injury or exhaustion of either subject or officer
3. If officer is on ground

4. Distance separating officer and subject

5. Availability of all other options
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