
 

 

The City of Benson is encouraging everyone to conserve water. The dry 
hot weather is putting a lot of pressure on our water supply. We need water 
to meet our daily needs, watering our lawns and gardens is a luxury that 
stresses a system during very dry times. If we do not conserve water it may 
necessary to impose water restrictions to meet daily needs. If we all chip in 
and use some of the tips to conserve water with better watering practices 
we can make it through to cooler late summer weather. Your lawn will be 
fine! 

Watering tips for your lawn 
and garden 
 

Household water use swells in the summer due to irrigation of lawns and 
gardens, but according to the U.S. EPA as much as 50% of the water we use 
outdoors is wasted from inefficient watering methods and systems. 

Before you even turn on the hose, determine if you even need to water. 

Determine need 
Trees and native plants do quite well with only rainwater. Except in times of 
drought, you don't need to irrigate these areas. 

Grass also does quite well with only rainwater. According to Minnesota 
Extension, lawn irrigation is optional in Minnesota’s climate. If you choose not 
to irrigate your lawn, it may be brown for several months. But when the 
temperature cools in the late summer, the grass will green up and grow again. 

If you do water 
Water in the early morning. The wee hours of 4-8 a.m. are best for watering.  
To encourage rooting and drought tolerance, you should irrigate your lawn 

https://extension.umn.edu/how/water-wisely-start-your-own-backyard
https://extension.umn.edu/how/water-wisely-start-your-own-backyard


infrequently (one time or less per week) with a sufficient volume of water to wet 
soils to a depth of six inches, assuming no rainfall has occurred. Depending on 
your soil type, your lawn may only need as little as a half-inch of water. 

Install micro irrigation along garden beds, shrubs, and trees. Micro 
irrigation—such as a soaker hose or drip tape—delivers low volumes of water 
directly to plants' roots, minimizing the water lost to wind, runoff, and 
evaporation.  

Use a timer. It’s easy to forget that you've turned on the water. A kitchen 
timer or hose timer can help you. 

Don't sprinkle the driveway, sidewalk and roadway. It helps to select a 
sprinkler that matches your garden shape and size. Also choose a sprinkler 
that throws large drops, instead of a misty spray. This will ensure more water 
reaches plants and less is lost to evaporation and wind. 

Consider an irrigation system. If maintained and properly set with 
a WaterSense labeled irrigation controller, an irrigation system—including in-
ground sprinklers and/or micro irrigation—will water at the ideal time of day, 
adjust the amount of water according to the soil moisture, and will not keep 
running if you forget that it is on. An irrigation controller uses local weather 
and landscape conditions to tailor watering schedules to actual conditions on 
the site. These can also be added to older, existing systems. 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/watersense
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