
 Subject:  MOTOR VEHICLE TOWING AND IMPOUND PROCEDURE

 Ref. Documents: Notice of Seizure and Intent to Forfeit Vehicle (Impaired Operation) form, 
Notice of Seizure and Intent to Forfeit Property form,  Minnesota Statute 169.33

Benson Police Department 

Order Date: 5/1/2002

Purpose To improve and develop a towing and impounding policy which is compatible with 
established police procedures and Minnesota laws governing such functions.

Policy:

Scope: All sworn personnel of the Benson Police Department.

Policies & Procedures
Index No Op4-16-00

Rev Date: 3/19/2025

REASONS FOR TOWING AND INSTRUCTIONS

ACCIDENT TOWS
All accident tows will be considered private tows if they are not towed for evidentiary 
purposes.  Officers may assist a person requesting a private tow by having dispatch call a 
towing service.  The officer should inquire if there is a preferred service provider desired prior 
to contacting dispatch with the tow request.  All private tows will be at the owner's expense.

VIOLATION TOWS
Vehicles towed under this section must fit the criteria defined in MN Statute 169.33.  Those 
criteria are:

* Vehicle is unattended
* Upon a street or highway or upon a bridge or causeway
* Vehicle is obstructing traffic

Benson City Ordinance does not specifically address towing of motor vehicles, consequently 
officers must depend on the language of Minnesota Statutes for towing authority.

All violation tows will require an ICR and a report pertaining to the circumstances surrounding 
the tow.  Officers will conduct a complete inventory of any vehicle towed under this 
subsection.  The completed inventory form, and the Benson Police Department property form 
must be submitted with the report prior to the end of the towing officer's shift.  

EVIDENTIARY TOWS
Evidentiary tows are authorized.  Examples of an evidentiary tow would be: vehicles that 
require processing for evidence, court ordered seizures, vehicles used in the commission of a 
crime, etc.  Officers must ensure that all evidentiary tows are placed in a secure location where 
only the Police Department has access.  Unless it is the officers intent to forfeit the vehicle, 
towing will be at the suspects expense and billed through the towing service.  

All evidentiary tows will require an ICR and a report pertaining to the circumstances 
surrounding the tow.  Officers will conduct a complete inventory of vehicles towed under this 
section.  A completed inventory form, and the Benson Police Department property form must 
be submitted with the officers report prior to the end of shift.  

Procedure:
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If the officer's intent is to forfeit a vehicle towed under this section, a "Notice of Seizure and 
Intent to Forfeit Vehicle" (Impaired Operation violations) or "Notice of Seizure and Intent to 
Forfeit Property" (other crimes) must also be completed and accompany the officer's reports.  
An appropriate copy of the forfeiture form must be given to all owners of the vehicle (a query 
must be conducted through dispatch to make this determination).  If the intent is to forfeit the 
vehicle, an attempt should be made to have another officer drive the vehicle to the impound 
garage to defray costs to the City for Tow fees.

If the intent of the officer is not to seek forfeiture, the vehicle will be returned using the policy 
outlined in "PROPERTY PROCEDURES," located in this manual.  The vehicle will only be 
released when all conditions for release have been met.

INVENTORY SEARCHES

It is the policy of this department, that when an officer is conducting an inventory search, all 
items of value will be inventoried, to include items inside of containers.  For this reason, 
containers which are found in vehicles, including locked containers, will be opened.
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