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Subject: TRAFFIC ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS

Ref. Documents: Police Traffic Accident Report

Purpose

Policy:
Scope: All sworn Benson Police Department personnel.

Procedure:
PROPERTY DAMAGE ACCIDENTS

When dispatched to property damage accident, officers of the Benson Police Department will
immediately respond to the scene. When on scene, officers will determine if there are any
injuries as a result of the accident. If no injuries are reported, the vehicles can be moved.

If the drivers have not already satisfied the information exchange as required by statute, the
officer must conduct an investigation pertaining to the accident and gather all information
needed to complete the Minnesota "Police Traffic Accident Report." If the damage is minor
and the drivers have satisfied the statutory requirements of information exchange, no
investigation is needed unless one of the drivers requests an investigation take place. If the
damage is major in nature the officer shall conduct an investigation and file the Minnesota
"Police Traffic Accident Report." In all cases where the responding officer completes even a
rudimentary investigation, or a citation was issued, a Minnesota "Police Traffic Accident
Report" must be filed.

Those accidents where an investigation was not conducted by the responding officer do not
require a Minnesota "Police Traffic Accident Report." Officers need only enter the driver(s)
information (full name, DOB, address, etc.) along with the vehicle(s) license numbers and a
brief narrative into the department's records management system (RMS) for ICR purposes.

HIT AND RUN ACCIDENTS

Reports will be taken on all H&R accidents reported to the Benson Police Department. All the
information needed to complete a Minnesota "Police Traffic Accident Report" will be gathered.
Officers should also gather as much information as possible, including, but not limited to,
physical evidence and witness statements.

If it can not be determined where or when an H&R accident took place, officers shall document
the incident on an ICR only. If it is determined the accident took place in another jurisdiction,
the reporting party shall be advised to report it to the proper jurisdiction.

If the H&R is cleared and an arrest takes place, a citation will be issued and an arrest report
completed.
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PERSONAL INJURY AND FATAL ACCIDENTS

Reports will be taken on all Personal Injury and Fatal accidents no matter where the accident
has taken place (either private or public property). All information needed for the Minnesota
"Police Traffic Accident Report" will be obtained. All persons whether a fatality or injured will
be entered on the Minnesota "Police Traffic Accident Report." A complete investigation will
take place, that investigation will include:

A. Measurements and field sketch of accident scene (Fatality or Serious Injury only).

B. Written or taped statements from all witnesses and drivers.

C. Photographs of scene.

D. Preliminary breath tests will be requested from all conscious drivers involved in the case
of a fatality or when alcohol use is suspected. If a driver is unconscious or there is a presence
of alcohol detected (or there is reason to believe a driver is under the influence of illicit or legal
drugs), blood test(s) will be taken using protocol for DWI arrests.

E. All evidence will be gathered and placed into the Benson Police Department Evidence
area.

F. Assistance from the Minnesota State Patrol will be immediately requested for
reconstruction services for fatal and major personal injury accidents.

All reports generated by officers of the Benson Police Department, pertaining to Personal
Injury or Fatal accidents, must be filed in the officer's supervisor's in basket prior to end of
shift.

In the event of a fatality accident, the Chief of Police must be notified as soon as possible.
CITY OWNED VEHICLES

All accidents involving City of Benson Owned vehicles require an investigation. Officers taking
such reports shall gather all information needed to complete a Minnesota "Police Traffic

Accident Report."

All accidents in which City of Benson police vehicles are involved must be investigated by
either the Minnesota State Patrol or Swift County Sheriff's Department.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographs need not be taken at property damage accidents, and in the case of H&R
accidents, photographs should only be taken if the photographs are of obvious evidentiary

value. Photographs will be taken in all personal injury, fatalities, and accidents involving city
owned vehicles.
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