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Subject: TRANSPORT OF MENTALLY IMPAIRED

Ref. Documents: MN Statute 253B.05

Purpose The purpose of this policy is to establish a legally consistent formula for transporting
person(s) to treatment facilities that clarifies for both department personnel and
outside agencies the conditions under which transport can be made.

Policy: It shall be the policy of the Benson Police Department to transport mentally impaired
individuals according to MN State statute keeping in mind the special needs of the
patient, and the limited expertise of the department in administering to those needs.

Scope: This policy applies to all personnel.

Procedure:

1. As per State Statue, the Benson Police Department will transport person(s) to treatment
facilities only when;

A. Complying with a court order.

B. The person is going to be signed into a facility by a peace officer on a 72 hr. hold
pursuant to MN 253B.05(2).

C. A health officer has signed a valid emergency hold order pursuant to MN 253B.05(2).

2. Officers will not transport person(s) to treatment facilities under the following conditions;

A. Simply at the request of a parent or legal guardian.

B. At the request of a social services or medical employee who has not yet obtained a
signed valid order for detention.

C. For any reason other than stated under section 1.

3. The Benson Police Department will make every effort to comply with 253B.05s2A which
states, "Insofar as it is practicable, a peace officer who provides transportation for a person
placed in a facility under subdivision 1 may not be in uniform and may not use a vehicle which
is visibly marked as a law enforcement vehicle".

4. The Benson Police Department shall not conduct transports between any treatment
facilities, nor further than is reasonable, that primarily being those facilities located in Willmar,
MN.

5. It shall be left up to the individual transporting officers judgement as to the level of restraint
imposed on the patient being transported, using only that level deemed necessary to protect
both the patient and those transporting them from injury.

6. Ideally, patients transported pursuant to this policy should be accompanied by two
transportation personnel. This policy does not preclude the transportation of a patient by a
single officer. If the patient suffers from an apparent medical as well as mental condition,
medical staff personnel shall be present during the transport. No one shall be transported
"anonymously", where the transporting officer does not know the full identity of the patient.
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7. Procedures addressing vehicle inspection, transport procedures, communications protocol,
and personal searches shall be followed as outlined in "Transport of Prisoner."
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